Turkey ‘rebuffed 5 US. request 


Thousands march in Yerevan 


WASHINGTON (AP) —■ Tbe Turkish gornmno^ despite its ties to tfw 
West as a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
aDiimce, rejected a direct American request to Inspect an advanced MiG-29 
jet flghfer flown to Tnrfcey a week ago by a defector, U.S. affiaak say. The 
rebuff “caused a lot of resentment" among officials at the Defence 
Department and tbe State Department because the fighter was returned to 
the Soviets without the type of comprehensive inspection that would died 
tight on fbdr capabilities, said the officials. “This was a Russian front-fine 
MiG-29, not tbe export version of tbe plane," exptefaed one administration 
source. “We’ve examined export versions, but the Soviets don’t share their 
top technology on tbe stuff iey export This was a chance to really get a 
look at tbe engines, ‘look-down’ radar and other systems that are loaded 
only on the Soviet air force planes.*' The sources said Tnrfcey never offered 
an adequate explanation far its refusal to allow American exports to study 
the . plane, bat U-S. offWaly assume the Turks were trying to avoid 
antagonising the neighbouring Soviets era though Tnrfcey is a NATO 
member. 
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MOSCOW (Rj — Thousands of people marched through Yerevan, capital 
of Soviet Armenia, Sunday in the fir# officially sanctioned commemoration 
of tbe republic’s short-lived independence. A spokesman at tbe Armenian 
news agency Anncnpress told Renters several thousand people had joined 
tbe procession waving placards demanding a solution to the dispute with 
Azerbaijan over the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh. More than 90 people 
have been killed in the two republics in more than a year of unrest over the 
dispute. Tbe Kremlin last year rejected Armenian demands for control of 
the territory, which fenow administered directly from Moscow. Acconfing 
to Armenpress, many In Sunday’s march and rally at the Matonadaran 
historical archive centre demanded the release of tbe Karahgfch Commit¬ 
tee, the Organisers of the Armenian campaign who were detained last year. 
Soviet television showed crowds thronging tbe streets, many waving tbe 
red, bfoe and orange Pag of the independent Armenian Republic 
proclaimed May 28,1918. It lasted three years before the establishment of 
Soviet power. It was the first time the anniversary was commemorated 
officially, although unofficial gatherings took place in past years. 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
Sunday hosted a reception at tbe Prime Ministry 
to mark Independence Day. The reception was 
attended by Their Majesties King Hussein and 
Q»een Noor, His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Upper House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi, Cabinet members, former prime 


ministers, senior Royal Court officials, tbe King's 
political and special advisers, members of tbe 
diplomatic community, and senior civilian and 
military officials. The King also received Sunday 
cables of congratulations from several world 
leaders on tbe occasion of Independence Day. 


PEKING (Agencies) — About 
80,000 students marcbed in Pek¬ 
ing Sunday to recharge a demo¬ 
cracy movement endangered by a 
conservative crackdown, and 
many vowed to keep alive their 
rag-tag occupation of Tiananmen 
Square. 

Students from most parts of 
China paraded through the nar¬ 
row streets of the capital’s old 
quarters, shouting slogans de¬ 
manding the fall of conservative 
Premier,U_ Peng, who declared, 
martial law in Peking bn May 20 
to suppress the movement. 

“We'll keep coming until Li 
Peng steps down,’ - ’ the marchers 
chanted. 

“Li Peng is a big political 
thug," said a student from coastal 
Shandong province. 

Student leaders had earlier re¬ 
commended that around 10.000 
students encamped in the heart of 
Peking leave Tuesday, but a joint 
council of students aDd workers 
announced Sunday night that the 
sit-in would continue until at least 
June 20. 

The National People's Con¬ 
gress — China’s equivalent of a 
parliament — is expected to hold 
a meeting of its standing commit¬ 
tee on that date. 

Students demanded in a state¬ 
ment broadcast over the square 
that the congress revoke martial 
law declared by Li after mass 
anti-government protests rocked 
China. 

“We want a dialogue. We 
know that the government wants 
our movement to die a natural 
death. We won’t leave here with¬ 
out concrete results." said Hong 
Jianguo from Changchun 


teachers college in northern 
China. 

Tiananmen Square has been 
turned into what resembles a 
refugee camp with makeshift 
tents and shelters since thousands 
of students moved in May 13. 

Their numbers have dwindled 
but students from outside Peking 
have arrived and are determined 
to keep the protest movement 
going. 

State television in its late ni gh t 
news .reminded them -of the dan¬ 
gers they faced. 

About 100,000 students, work¬ 
ers and supporters jammed Peo¬ 
ple’s Square in the heart of Shan¬ 
ghai, where posters lampooned 
Li as a crab scuttling sideways 
rather than moving forward. 

Witnesses said between 20,000 
and 30,000 people marched in the 
central city of Wuhan. 

And 500,000 residents in Hong 
Kong crowned a week of unpre¬ 
cedented popular rallies with a 
march by half a million people 
that stretched eight kilometres 
through the streets of the British 
colony. 

In Peking, police stayed out of 
sight and the tens of thousands of 
troops ringing the capital with 
armour over the last week 
apparently made no moves to 
enter the city. 

“We must think of something 
new to get the workers to come 
out again," said a despondent 
student from Qinghua Uni¬ 
versity. 

But workers said they now did 
not dare to show open support for 
the students after an apparent 
triumph by China's senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping and Li over refer- 


NATO s ummi t opens today 
amid simmering SNF feud 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) leaders gathered Sun¬ 
day for a 40th birthday summit 
but an unresolved row over nuc¬ 
lear policy threatened their hopes 
of wresting back the arms control 
initiative from Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Keeen to challenge Gorbachev 
for the mantle of peacemaker on 
his first trip to Western Europe as 
U.S. president, George Bush 
planned to unveil to his 15 allies a 
package of proposals to improve 
the East-West climate still 
further. 

Bur officials said there was no 
chance of healing a split over the 
fate of NATO's short-range nuc¬ 
lear weapons (SNF) in Europe 
until the two-day meeting began 
at alliance headquarters Monday. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer, interviewed 
on U.S. television, sought to 
play down the importance of the 
nuclear rift and hailed current 
political changes in Eastern 
Europe as a victory for the 
Western values. 

“We have this one point of 
disagreement, but look, this is 
just one weapons system in a 
range of a lot of weapons sys¬ 
tems," he told Cable News Net¬ 
work. 

“All circumstances, historic 
circumstances, at the moment are 


working in our favour. The East 
is turning toward the West. Our 
values count... freedom is on the 
advance, human rights is the 
theme of tbe day," he said. 

Bush himself arrived in Brus¬ 
sels Sunday evening from Rome. 

U.S. officials there said his 
proposals would indude a new 
offer to cut NATO"s non-nuclear 
forces in Europe and the lifting of 
sanctions imposed on Moscow 
after it sent troops into Afghanis¬ 
tan in December 1979. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher reaf¬ 
firmed West Germany's uncom¬ 
promising position on SNF Sun¬ 
day, one day before the summit. 

In an impassioned speech on 
the final day of a congress of his 
Free Democratic Party (FDP), 
Genscher called on the West to 
modernise its thinking rather 
than its nuclear missiles. 

"There is much to fear in this 
world, but one must not fear 
negotiations aimed at increasing 
security through disarmament," 
he told the 400 congress delegates 
at Cologne’s trade fair complex 
who gave his speech a two-minute 
standing ovation. 

“No weapons category may be 
exempted from disarmament 
talks,” said Genscher, who is 
riding a wave of public opposition 
to nuclear weapons. 

Prime ministers Margaret 


Thatcher of Britain, Turgut Ozal 
of Turkey and Felipe Gonzalez of 
Spain also were fl^ng to Brussels 
for tbe two-day summit. 

Other arrivals were: Portugal’s 
Anibal Cavaco Silva, Italy's 
Ciriaco de Mita, Iceland's Steing- 
rimur Hermannsson and De¬ 
nmark's Poul Schlueter. 

French President Francois Mit¬ 
terrand and German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl were due just be¬ 
fore Monday’s start of the summit 
at NATO headquarters. 

As the leaders gathered in 
Brussels, their representatives 
persisted in trying to resolve a 
stubborn argument between the 
United States and Germany over 
the future role of nuclear 
weapons in Europe. 

“There’s intense diplomatic 
activity, said a NATO official, 
who demanded anonymity. 

At issue is a German demand 
for the alliance to enter into early 
SNF negotiations with the Soviet- 
led Warsaw Pact. 

The United States and Britain 
argue the allies should focus their 
attention on cutting the East’s 
superiority in conventional, or 
non-nuclear weapons. NATO 
contends it must maintain a nuc¬ 
lear arsenal as a deterrent to 
balance tbe East bloc's enormous 
stockpile of conventional 
weapons. 


King voices deep confidence in new GBJ governor 


AMMAN (J-T.)—His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday sent a 
message to the newly- 
appointed governor of the Cen¬ 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ), Dr. 
Mohammad Saeed A1 Nabolsi, 

co ngratulatin g in his appoint¬ 
ment and w ishing fcim success 
in his endeavours to serve the 
country. 


The King paid tribute to 
Nabuki and said he was confi¬ 
dent of the new CBJ governor’s 
devotion, dedication, skills, 
experience and farsightedness. 

“In every post yon have 
served yon proved to be a 
model of dedication, and an 
honest and delight worker bent 
on serving Jordan and tbe 


Jordanian people,” the King 
said. He added that the CBJ 
was the most important and 
vital organisation in the coun¬ 
try entrusted with m a nagin g 
the fundamental structure of 
the national economy. 

“I am confident that you will 
succeed in tins task in view of 
yonr extensive experience and 


will employ yonr skills to help 
the country regain Its monetary 
stability,’' the King said. 

Tbe King said he was also 
confident that under Nabob!, 
the CBJ would resume its ac¬ 
tive consultative role and con¬ 
tribute most favourably to the 
comprehensive economic 
adaptation programme as 


needed in light of the financial, 
monetary and economic situa¬ 
tion In the country. 

“I am confident that you will 
always be as I have known you 
— a good administrator, a 
brilliant economist, a financial 
expert and a faithful and re¬ 
sponsible official,’' the King 
said. 


Chinese students 
revitalise revolt 


Settlers 




violence 


mist Communist Party leader 
Zhao Ziyang. 

Official media continued to re¬ 
port support for the martial law 
decree, with nationwide televi¬ 
sion saying the country’s largest 
union was behind the move, even 
though many of its members mar¬ 
ched with the students. 

In another step to end the 
protest, .the party central commit¬ 
tee and the state council “fully 
affirmed (the students’) patriotic 
enthusiasm and win not investi¬ 
gate and punish those students 
who have voiced and committed 
extremist words and acts," the 
state-run Xinhua news agency re¬ 
ported. 

A party central committee 
meeting is expected to be con¬ 
vened soon to approve the re¬ 
ported purge of Zhao. 

Sources said the conservatives 
may still be determining what 
accusations to make publicly 
against the fallen party leader. 

A document circulated among 
high-level party members accuses 
Zhao of forming an anti-party 
coalition and using the student 
movement to seize power, one 
diplomatic source said. 

But another document distri¬ 
buted to lower-level officials is 
less harshly worded, saying that 
Zhao betrayed the party and re¬ 
volution, helped incite the de¬ 
monstrations and tried to split the 
army, the source said. 

The scope of an expected pur- 
gue remained undear. Defence 
Minister Qin Jiwei, party prop¬ 
aganda chief Hu QiU and Vice 
Premier Tian Jiyun are also be¬ 
lieved to be in trouble. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Tension rose in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip over the weekend after Jew¬ 
ish settlers stepped up attacks on 
Palestinians in tiie occupied terri¬ 
tories in what many Palestinians 
saw as a coordinated move with 
Israeli soldiers trying to put down 
the 17-month-old Palestinian up¬ 
rising. 

In the latest inddent. five 
Palestinians were beaten up Sun¬ 
day after an Tsreli settler was 
injured when a booby-trapped 
Israeli flag blew up when he 
picked it up, according to reports. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
soldiers shot and wounded 12 
Palestinians in clashes with stone- 
throwing protesters in four re¬ 
fugee camps and Gaza City, re¬ 
ports said. 

As settlers stepped up vigilante 
attacks, members of the Israeli 
parliament's foreign affairs and 
security committee engaged in 
shouting matches with settlers 
who accused tbe army of not 
protecting Israelis in the occupied 
West Bank. 

Benny Begin, a leading mem¬ 
ber of tiie right-wing Likud bloc 
and son of former prime minister 
Menachem Begin, told the set¬ 
tlers, “Don’t come to this... 
blaming the army command and 
officers are things that can bring 
us down." 

The meeting was called off as 
tempers rose. 

In Hebron, Labour Party par- 


Rockets 
hit Israeli 
settlement; 
clash 
reported 

METULLAH (Agencies) — 
Several Katyusha rockets fired 
from South Lebanon hit this 
northern Israeli settlement 
Sunday, slightly injuring a 
child, the Israeli army said. 

Two Palestinian groups said 
they fired the rockets and said 
four of their men were killed in 
a dash with Israeli troops. 

The two groups issued a joint 
statement in Beirut saying their 
fighters had carried out the 
rocket attack and bad also 
dashed with Israeli troops in 
MeluDah. 

The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF) said two guerrillas 
from each group bad crossed 
the Lebanese border into Israel 
together Saturday night. 

Their statement said all four, 
three Palestinians and a Syri¬ 
an, were killed. 

Israeli military sources said 
tbe dash occurred near the 
Lebanese town of Marjayoun 
in the Israeli-declared “secur¬ 
ity zone.” They said Israeli 
i troops and the pro-Israeli 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
killed two guerrillas and cap¬ 
tured two. Two others escaped. 

The two Palestinian groups 
sakl they bunched the attack to 
underline their rejection of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s plan for elections in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, 

The Isreli cabainef was ex¬ 
pected to discuss the latest de¬ 
velopments in Lebanon. 


liament Member Avraham Burg 
shouted at settler leader Rabbi 
Moshe Levinger: “You and your 
friends should be expelled from 
Hebron." . 

Levinger, a founder of the 
movement that established 130 
settlements with 70,000 residents, 
currently faces trial on man¬ 
slaughter charges for killing a 
Palestinian merchant last August. 

Israel radio reported four west 
Bank villagers from Hawarah. 
near Nablus, petitioned Israel’s 
supreme court, demanding that 
former Colonel Yehuda Meir be 
forced to stand trial for over¬ 
seeing 1 beatings of Palestinians in 
tbe village. 

Meir resigned from the army 
earlier tins month, and Israeli 
newspapers said~hisrquitting was 
part of a deal to allow bim to 
avoid court martial over the be¬ 
haviour of his troops. 

Sunday’s angry exchanges be¬ 
tween settlers and parliament 
members follow a spate of settler 
attacks on Palestinians in reprisal 
for stones or firebombs thrown at 
Israeli-owned cars in the West 
Bank. 

The settlers have angered 
many Israelis for striking soldiers 
who tried to prevent the Isreli 
attacks. Palestinians have said 
that some soldiers also assisted 
the settler attack sprees. 

Armed forces chief of staff Dan 
Shomron told a cabinet meeting 
Sunday the “vigilante" raid are 
interfering with soldiers’ ability to 



A Palestinian boy is interrogated by a team of 
Israeli soldiers In occupied Jerusalem. Tbe boy was 


arrested for carrying a Palestinian flag, which is 
held by the soldier at right 


put down the 17-month uprising, 
Israel Radio said. 

Communications Minister Gad 
Yaacobi of the Labour Party cal¬ 
led for the arrest of settlers who 
attack Palestinians. 

In the latest inddent Sunday, a 
26-year-old Israeli from the set¬ 
tlement of Berakha saw an Israeli 
flag painted with a swastika by a 
roadside outside the settlement. 
His hand was ripped off by an 
explosion as he tried to remove 


the flag, said a settler from Be¬ 
rakha. 

Reports said six cars full of 
Jewish settlers beat up five 
Palestinians in and around the 
nearby village of Burin just after 
the 6:30 a.m. (0330 GMT) explo¬ 
sion. 

Two drivers and a passenger 
were yanked out of a car and 
truck and attacked and two men 
were beaten in their homes, the 
reports said. The victims were 


treated at Ittihad hospital in Nab¬ 
lus. hospital officials said. 

Palestinians in the occupied 
territories are driving their cars 
with only one headlight at night 
as a tip-off to Palestinian stone- 
throwers not to attack them. 

A police spokeswoman said in¬ 
spector-general David Krauss 
ordered police to halt ail Arab 
cars driving with one headlamp 
following complaints from set¬ 
tlers. 


Beirut bombardment continues 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Artillery 
bombardment continued Sunday 
in Beirut as Lebanese militiamen 
backed by Syrian forces shelled 
positions held by soldiers loyal to 
army commander Michel Aoun. 
The shellings were seen as a bid 
to block weapons and supplies 
reaching the rightist enclave in 
east Beirut held by Aoun, who is 
vying for power with a civilian 
government led by acting Prime 
Minister Salim A1 Hoss. 

Sources described the dawn 
bombardment of coastal areas 
north of Beirut as the heaviest 
since May II, when an Arab 
League-brokered ceasefire ended 
60 days of artillery duels which 
lulled 360 people and wounded 
1 , 200 . 

U.S. Roman Catholic Cardinal 
John O’Connor, who arrived in 
Beirut Saturday asking to meet 
nine American hostages, (see 


page 2) postponed plans to visit 
west Beirut for talks after his 
hosts advised him it could be 
unsafe. 

The militias increased the in¬ 
tensity of their shelling to stop 
small ships ferrying fuel and 
ammunition to the Aoun enclave. 

Voice of Lebanon radio said 
100 shells hit the area. There 
were no casualty reports from the 
bombardment or from sporadic 
clashes between Aoun loyalists 
and the Syrian-backed militiamen 
east of Beirut. 

A nine-week-old land and sea 
blockade of the Aoun enclave has 
led to severe fuel shortages and 
forced most factories to shut 
down. 

An Arab League summit, 
which ended in Casablanca Fri¬ 
day. called for an end to fighting 
and asked a heads-of-state com¬ 
mittee to work for constitutional 


changes and presidential elec¬ 
tions in Lebanon. Earlier, Arab 
leaders abandoned efforts to per¬ 
suade Syria to withdraw some of 
its troops from Lebanon. 

Aoun gave a lukewarm wel¬ 
come to the compromise formula. 
“It ( the plan) contains every¬ 
thing and we have to wait and see 
if there is some time to help the 
willingness and force to imple¬ 
ment it." he said. 

He added that he was still 
waiting for action to be taken on 
a previous set of Arab League 
proposals. 

Asked if he could hope to win 
his war with only 15,000 troops. 
Aoun said he would have to 
change his strategy and was 
asking for foreign help, especially 
from the United States. 

Patriarch Butros Nasrallah 
Sfeir, spiritual leader of Leba¬ 
non’s Christian Maronites. criti¬ 


cised the Arab summit for not 
inviting a Lebanese representa¬ 
tive and for failing to take note of 
the suffering caused by the 
blockade. 

“In spite of all this we hope 
that the... tripartite committee 
will lead to positive results.” he 
said in a sermon. 

Syrian view 

Syria said Sunday the Casab¬ 
lanca summit had been a victory 
for its policies, jn particular it’s 
role in Lebanon. 

The Syria Times described re¬ 
solutions adopted at the summit 
as “a new pan-Arab victory" for 
Syria. 

“The victory has proven the 
worthiness of Syria's role in pan- 
Arab affairs in general and has 
given comprehensive Arab credi¬ 
bility for her stances vis-a-vis 
Lebanon," it said. 


Rebels report new offensive on Jalalabad 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Rebels Sunday announced a re¬ 
newed offensive against the 
Afghan city of Jalalabad, saying 
they have captured several milit¬ 
ary posts and killed or wounded 
at least 70 troops. 

Official Radio Kabul, in a con¬ 
flicting report monitored in Isla¬ 
mabad, said Afghan forces re¬ 
pulsed a rebel attack and gained 
new ground around the embat¬ 
tled eastern Afghan city. 

Radio Kabul said 55 "enemy 
elements" were killed and 46 
wounded. 

Rebel sources, who were not 
identified, reported their own los¬ 
ses at approximately 10 dead in 
an offensive launched Saturday 
on all four sides of Jalalabad. 

Neither report could be inde¬ 
pendently verified. 

The rebels have battled unsuc¬ 
cessfully for Jalalabad since 
March 6, about three weeks after 
Soviet troops ended a nine-year 


intervention in Afghanistan's civil 
war. 

Afghan government forces 
backed by the Soviets hold the 
country’s major cities but the 
rebels reportedly control more 
than 90 per cent of the country¬ 
side. 

Guerrilla leaders earlier pre¬ 
dicted that the Kabul govern¬ 
ment, which seized power in a 
bloody 1978 military coup, would 
fall within weeks or months of the 
Soviet troop withdrawal, which 
was completed Feb. 15. 

However, Afghan President 
Najibullah has said the defence of 
Jalalabad proves that the Mu- 
jahedeen cannot win a military 
victory in Afghanistan. 

Najibullah repeals call 

Najibullah, repeating his argu¬ 
ment that weapons could not 
resolve the Afghan conflict, was 
quoted Sunday as saying that the 


United Slates and Pakistan 
should cease military support for 
the rebels. 

Najibullah told the Italian 
newspaper La Rcpubblica in an 
interview that he expected both 
countries to change their policies 
when Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto visits Washing¬ 
ton next month. 

He called again for a negoti¬ 
ated settlement to the Afghan 
war, saying all sides had TO re¬ 
spect the United Nations-medi- 
ated accords which led to the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces in 
February. 

“Integral respect for the Gene¬ 
va accords is the only way to solve 
the Afghan problem. Even Be¬ 
nazir Bhutto has had to recognise 
that the military solution has no 
chance of success," Najibullah 
told La Repubblica. 

“We expect that her forthcom¬ 
ing visit to the United States will 
coincide with a change of policies 


by both countries.” 

Pakistan has repeatedly denied 
fighting on the rebel side against 
the forces of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment. 

Najibullah said rebel leaders 
based in Pakistan and Tran who 
have refused to negotiate a poli¬ 
tical settlement were divided and 
tired, and none could claim a 
political programme acceptable 
to the Afghan people. 

He reaffirmed calls for a neut¬ 
ral, non-jdigned Afghanistan and 
said his People’s Democratic Par¬ 
ty did not fear contesting general 
elections. 

“The party simply asks for rep¬ 
resentation in proportion to the 
role it plays in Afghan society. 
That would depend on the credit 
it has among the people... we are 
absolutely certain and convinced 
that the Afghan people would 
f? ve it full support in such elec¬ 
tions,’’ he said. 
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Mahdi expects truce to last 


KHARTOUM (R) — Prime Minister Sadeq A1 
Mahdi has predicted that a lull in southern Sudan’s 
civil war will continue until a truce is reached 
between his government and the rebel Sudan Peo¬ 
ple's Liberation Army (SPLA). 


A de facto trace appear to 
have been in effect this month in 
much of the south. 

• Mahdi’s forecast was reported 
by Khartoum newspapers Sunday, 
three days before the end of a 
unilateral month-long ceasefire 
announced by the SPLA May L 
The SPLA agreed last week to 
receive a government delegation 
June 10 in the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa to discuss ways to 
implement a peace plan it drafted 
last November with Mahdi's 
coalition partners, the Democra¬ 


tic Unionist Party (DUP). 

Khartoum newspapers quoted 
Mahdi as saying his government 
would strongly object to any kind 
of foreign recognition of the 
SPLA which has been fighting 
Khartoum since 1983. 

He was commenting on reports 
that SPLA leader John Garang 
was planning to visit the United 
States, Britain and Egypt next 
month. 

Mahdi’s coalition, formed last 
.Marchi under pressure from army 
generals who want an end to the 



Sadeq A1 Mahdi 

war, is meanwhile facing differ¬ 
ences among its partners over a 


draft law to form a popular para¬ 
military forces to fight the SPLA. 

The idea to set up the force 
arose from SPLA attacks ra the 
provinces of south Kordofan and 
Blue Nile* It was expected to be 
made up of tribal mili tias hostile 
to the SPLA. 

DUF officials say they are 
opposed on the grounds that the 
force would rival the armed 
forces. The communists, the 
Sudan National Party and south¬ 
ern political parties reject the 
idea altogether. 

The independent Khartoum 
daily A1 Ayam said Sunday that 
Mahdi and DUF leader Moham¬ 
mad Osman Ai Mirghani .would 
meet later this week in a bid to 
iron out differences over para¬ 
military force. 


O’Connor In Lebanon, appeals for peace 


BKTRKI, Lebanon (R) — U.S. 
Roman Catholic Cardinal John 
O’Connor, visiting Lebanon de¬ 
spite concern for his safety, has 
asked to meet kidnapped Amer¬ 
icans and appealed for peace in. 
this war-torn country. 

The cardinal arrived Saturday 
evening at the Christian Maronite 
Patriarchate at Blrirld, north of 
the Lebanese capital Beirut, 
aboard a Lebanese army helicop¬ 
ter from Cyprus after talks at the 
Vatican in Rome with Pope John 
•Paul. 

- “I am extremely happy. I am 
here to show my support for all 
‘the Lebanese peoples,” said 
O'Connor, wearing white robes 
and flanked by Lebanese army 
bodyguards carrying rifles. 

_ He said he hoped and prayed 
for freedom and justice for all the 
peoples of Lebanou. 


“I am not an ambassador from 
the United States, I am simply a 
priest, a churchman. I hope they 
(the American hostages} can hear 
my voice... they are in our 
prayers and if its possible for me 
to see them I would be very 
grateful.” the cardinal said. 

O'Connor said he was ready to 
pass on any messages to the U.S. 
government. 

Nine Americans are among 18 
Westerners missing, believed kid¬ 
napped in Lebanon. More are 
thought to be held by pro-Iranian 
exremists in west Beirut and the 
Bekaa Valley. 

O'Connor, from New York, 
later told Maronite Patriarch But- 
ros Nasrailah Sfeir that the pope 
had asked him to express his 
concern for all Lebanese, espe¬ 
cially those who wanted peace 
and justice. 



John O'Connor 

The U.S. State Department 
has expressed concern over the 


cardinal's visit to Lebanon which 
comes amid some of its worst 
political and military turmoil 
since independence in 1943. 

An Arab League ceasefire May 
11 ended 60 days of bombard¬ 
ments pitting mostly troops led by 
army commander Major-GeneraJ 
Michel Aoun against Syrian 
forces and their Lebanese allies. 

Some 360 people were killed 
and 1,200 wounded in the bom¬ 
bardments. 

Sfeir told O’Connor that Leba¬ 
non could never find peace with¬ 
out regional and international help. 

L Tbe least one could expect of 
such assistance would be... the 
withdrawal of all non-Lebanese 
military forces from our sovereign 
territory. Your country has a 
major role to play in the matter,” 
Sfeir told his visitor. 


Bulgaria to help Iran dredge Shatt 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Bulgar¬ 
ia is to help Iran dredge the Shatt 
Al Arab waterway which flows 
between Iran and Iraq at the head 
of the Gulf. 

’ The Iranian news agency 
IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, 
said Saturday night that an agree¬ 
ment to cooperate in dredging the 
waterway was concluded in 
Tehran with a Bulgarian delega¬ 
tion led by Foreign Trade Minis¬ 
ter Hristo Hristov. 

; Clearing the waterway has 
been a major obstacle in peace 
talks between Iraq and Iran since 
U.N.-sponsored ceasefire ended 
ijulf war fighting last August. 

Iraq demands that priority 
•should be given to dredging the 
■war-debris blocked channel 
jwhich links its port of Basra to 
ihe Gulf. Iran wants other issues 
•lackled first. 

? IRNA gave no details of the 
.•dredging operation nor when it 
was scheduled to begin. 

' The agency said Tehran and 
/Sofia also agreed to cooperate in 


railways and ports with Iran 
saying it was ready to export cars, 
minibuses, agricultural produce 
and construction materials to 
Bulgaria. 

Iranian officials also held talks 
with visiting Hungarian officials, 
the agency said, adding that Iran 
hoped proposed visits to Sofia 
and Budapest by Parliamentary 
Speaker Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani would boost relations 
with both countries. 

The visits of the two delega¬ 
tions to Iran underlined Iran's 
growing tilt toward the Soviet 
bloc. 

IRNA said Hristov and a high- 
powered delegation later 
attended meetings of the lran- 
Bulgarian joint economic com¬ 
mission to promote long-term 
cooperation to the year 2,000. 

They signed an accord for air 
and sea links between the two 
countries and urged surface trans¬ 
port links through the Soviet Un¬ 
ion, Iran’s northern neighbour. 

Under the agreement,' IRNA 


said, Iran will buy ships from 
Bulgaria and cooperate in rail 
and harbour projects. 

IRNA quoted Hristov as saying 
Bulgaria was ready to cooperate 
in all and gas project and increase 
imports of Iranian non-oil goods. 

The Hun garian team was led by- 
the deputy foreign trade mihister, 
Tilbor Melega, IRNA reported. 

During his 4-day visit, Hristov 
will meet with senior Iranian offi¬ 
cials to boost trade between the 
two countries.which last year 
totalled $600 million, IRNA said. 

The agreement on long-term 
cooperation until the year 2,000 is 
similar to a pact to be signed by 
Iran and the Soviet Union when 
Rafaanjani visits Moscow next 
month. 

He will be the highest ranking 
Iranian official to visit the Soviet 
capita], underlining the rapidly 
improving relations between 
Tehran and Moscow in recent 
months. 

Hristov’s visit and Rafsanjani’s 
planned trip comes amid a re¬ 


surgence of anti-Western feeling 
in Iran, which has pushed Tehran 
closer to the Soviet Union and 
the East bloc. 

Rafsanjani is the only declared 
candidate so far in presidential 
elections scheduled for mid-Au¬ 
gust. 

In rejecting the West, Tehran 
has turned to the Eastern indus¬ 
trialised nations to procure tech¬ 
nology needed for its post-war 
reconstruction programme, laun¬ 
ched after the Aug. 20 cease-fire 
in the war. 

The programme will cost an 
estimated $500 billion. 

In recent months Tehran has 
signed important economic and 
trade pact with the Soviet Union. 
Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, China and North 
Korea. 

U.S. officials and other West¬ 
ern intelligence sources believe 
the Iranians are also seeking ma¬ 
jor weapons supplies from the 
East bloc in their drive to rebuild 
and rearm the military following 
the Golf war ceasefire. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Somalia floods cut off villages Oman may buy French Mirages 

MOGADISHU (R) — Floods in southern Somalia have inundated DHABI (R) — Oman is considering buying French Mirage 

or cut off scores of villages and devastated farmland, the ;>UU0 fighter “jets'following jt^deriskte'lastmdotijTd 

Agriculture Ministry said. The floods have areas-where j • for advanced British-made Tornados; a United" Arab Emirates 

thousands of Ethiopian refugees are settied and many were being newspaper said Saturday, Al Ittihad newspaper said Sultan Qaboos 
moved to higher ground, a ministry statement said Saturday. wou ld discuss buying an unspecified number of Mirag during a 
Agriculture Minister Bdeb Rafle Gtiled, who visited the area four^ay visit to France beginning Tuesday. Oman said last month 

Friday, said urgent measures were being taken to control the ft could not afford eight supersonic Tornados ordered under a 

flooding. $360-million contract with British Aerospace (BAE) and was 


23 drug smugglers hanged in Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Twenty-three drug traffickers were hanged 
Sunday in Tehran, among them four women and two Turkish 
nationals, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. 
The men were hanged in public and the women at the prison where 
they were jailed, the agency said. The bangings raised the number 
of drug-related executions in Iran to 151 in the past two weeks. 
IRNA quoted an Islamic Revolutionary Court statement as saying 
the drug traffickers were longtime smugglers who also were 
involved in running brothels. 


Turkey to take Bulgarian case to human rights forum 0man > s. Yemen to start flights 


{j ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey, criti- 
“ dsed over its own human rights 
ii record, is demanding European 
f condemnation of what it says is a 
l campaign by Bulgaria to assimi- 
<* late more than a million ethnic 

'Turks. 

6 

* Nearly 300 ethnic Turks ar- 
/ rived in Istanbul with their fami- 
' lies last Friday after being expel¬ 
led by Bulgaria for allegedly * 
r resisting the assimilation cam- 
: paign. 

They told reporters that since 
\ May 6 up to 30 ethnic Turks had 
been killed and 200 injured in 
.^protest marches which were 
i broken-up by Bulgarian forces. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
; Mesut Yilmaz said at the 
i weekend Ankara will try to make 
Bulgaria a major issue next week 
f at a human rights fbnun at the 
5 East-West conference on Euro¬ 


pean security and cooperation in 
Paris and at the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
summit in Brussels. 

Turks complain that the plight 
of ethnic Turks is not given the 
same attention as European 
rights campaigns for ethnic Ger¬ 
mans, Hungarians or Jews living 
in Eastern Europe. 


"There hasn’t been a peep 
from that champion of human 
rights, the European Parlia¬ 
ment,” wrote Mebmet Ali 
Birand,commentator in the liber¬ 
al daily Milliyet. 

The European parliament has 
often judged Turkey to have a 


nans, Hungarians or Jews living poor human rights record. Some 
i Eastern Europe. deputies have criticised Turkey’s 

_ T j T j _ assimilation of its own minority of 

The London-based human, eight million Kurds. 


rights group Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional said Bulgaria in December, 
1984, began its assimilation of 
ethnic Turks by ordering them 
not to speak Turkish or wear 
traditional dress and to change 
their names. 

"Bulgarian practices are in tot¬ 
al contradiction to perestroika 
and glasnost,” Yilmaz told re¬ 
porters Saturday. “(I hope the) 
European state will not again 
apply double standards.” 


To fight the Turkish case, Yil¬ 
maz said his delegation to Paris 
would include seven of the ethnic 
Turks recently expelled from Bul¬ 
garia. 

Sofia says its assimilation cam¬ 
paign is aimed at restoring Bulga¬ 
rian names which were forcibly 
Islamirised under Ottman Tur¬ 
kish rule before Bulgaria was 
founded in 1878. 

Amnesty estimates the ethnic 


Turkish population at 10 per cent 
of Bulgaria's nine million people. 
Ethnic Turks and Turkish offi¬ 
cials give a figure of between 1.5 
and two million. 

The human rights watchdog 
said 100 people were killed in the 
first months of the 1984-85 cam¬ 
paign, which attracted wide¬ 
spread international criticism at 
the time. 

Ankara has contacted Sofia to 
protest the Bulgarian reaction to 
the protests and Yilmaz said a 
February 1988 protocol to im¬ 
prove relations was “not 
working.” 

Ethnic Turks expelled by Bul¬ 
garia are assured of a good recep¬ 
tion in Turkey, where almost all 
have relatives among several mil¬ 
lion descendants of those who 
came over in waves from Bulgaria 
as the Ottoman empire receded 
until its fall in 1923. 


ABU DHABI (R) — Oman and South Yemen are starting 
twice-weekly flights between their capitals, a United Arab Emi¬ 
rates newspaper said Sunday. AI Bayan, quoting unidentified 
Omani officials, said an accord was signed this week during a visit 
to Oman by South Yemen Air traffic chief Abdou Al Subhi. It did 
not say when they would begin. Relations between the countries 
have improved since a visit to Muscat by South Yemen's President 
Haidar Abu Baker Al Attas last October, following years of 
sporadic fighting over a border dispute. 

Banker says Papandreou was his boss 

ATHENS (AP) — Fugitive Greek banker. George Koskotas said 
in a letter published here Saturday that Premier Andreas Papan¬ 
dreou was his "boss” when he embezzled more than $200 million 
from the Bank of Crete. Koskotas, in a handwritten letter 
published in two Athens afternoon dailies, alleged that Papan¬ 
dreou approved the looting of the bank while Koskotas was its 
chairman. The letter was also published in the New York 
city-based Greek-American daily the National Herald. "My big 
bote,the Greek-American with the very high position is one and 
alone. Mr. Andreas Papandreou.” Koskotas said in the letter, 
published in Ethnos and Proti, two left-wing dailies. Koskotas’ 
reference to a Greek-American “boss” comes after Papandreou 
said in an interview published here last week that there were highly 
placed people in the United States backing the fugitive. 


newspaper said Saturday. Al Ittihad newspaper said Sultan Qaboos 
would discuss buying an unspecified number of Mirag 1 during a 
four-day visit to Franc® beginning Tuesday. Oman said last month 
it could not afford eight supersonic Tornados ordered under a 
$360*millk)n contract with British Aerospace (BAE) and was 
instead opting for much cheaper BAE hawks. The Omanis cited 
declining oil revenues for their decision to shelve the Tornado deal. 
According to official figures Oman’s oil sales fell by half a billion', 
dollars in 1988. A British diplomat in the Omani capital Muscat 
told Reuters earlier this month that Oman was postponing 
indefinitely the Tornado contract. “The word is suspend... they are 
not cancelling the deal,” he said. “The decision was taken with the 
knowledge of the British government.” 

Senator reviews U.S.-Egypt cooperation 

CAIRO (R) — U.S. Senator Dennis Decondni arrived in Cairo 
Saturday to review defence cooperation with Egypt. Decondni, a 
Democrat from Arizona who chairs the Senate’s Defence Approp¬ 
riations Committee,held talks with Defence Minister Yousef Sabri 
Abu Taleb immediately on arrival. Defence Ministry officials 
declined comment on the substance of the talks. Deconcmi’s visit 
follows the May 15 annual meetings of the U.S.-Egyptian Military 
Cooperation Committee, which reviewed several projects includ¬ 
ing a plan for Egypt to co-produce the M-1A1 .battle tank. Military 
sources told Reuters earlier this month that Egypt, which receives 
annual U.S. grants of $1.5 billion, might drop toe $2 billion project 
due to lack of cash. But Gamal Ibrahim Al Sayed, the minister of 
state for military production, said that it would go ahead. - 

2 killed, 9 wounded in Turkish attack 

ANKARA (R) — Extremists killed two people and wounded nine 
in an attack on a coffeehouse in the southern Turkish town of 
Nizip, dose to the Syrian border, the state-run Turkish Radio said 
Sunday. Offidals told the radio the attackers were member of an - 
illegal organisation but did not name the group. The semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said witnesses of the Saturday night attack 

heard the gunmen shout "we shoot in the name of PKK”_the 

Kurdish Workers Party. The PKK has been fighting since 1984 for 
autonomy for Turkey’s estimated eight million Kurds but attacks 
have been rare in Gaziantep. Thirty-three people, including eight 
soldiers were killed this week in the southeast, where the rebel 
group is most active. About 1,450 people have died in clashes . 
between the PKK and security forces. 
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CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church Sweifich 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Charcb of the Amnudatioa Tci. 
637440. 

De la Sale Church TeJ. 661757 
TcrrasantB Chardi Td: 622366 
Chords of the AnmmdatkHi Tel. 
623541. 

AngBeas Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543- 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
7ri331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chart* TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
685326. 

Evangelical Latheru Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Td. 822605. 
The Chan* of Jons Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

ll will be relatively hot and winds 
wiO be northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds wiH be northerly moder¬ 
ate and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min^maz. torn. 

Amman. 20/34 

Aqaba. 25/42 

Deserts.;. 19/36 

Jordan Valley. 22/41 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 34. Aqaba 42. Humidity readings: 
Amman ]7 per cent, Aqaba 23 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Wa'd Khartabil.665917 

Dr. Anwar’Aqrabawi .642696 

Dr. 1 Adnan Zagttionl.898140 

Dr. Mahmoud Al 'Awadi.741391 

Fins pharmacy.661912 

Fentow s p ha rmacy .778336 

AlAsdma pharmacy ..637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 

Al Salam pharmacy..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ...644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy.637660 


fltBDfc 

Dr. Marwan Habbab. 
Al Shares'pharmacy, 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef'Awad__ (—) 

Khatifeh pharmacy.985417 

EMERGENCIES 

CSvil Defence Department.661111 

Oil Defence Immediate 

Rescue.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Fohoc.192,621111.637777 

Krc Brigade.891228 

Wood Bank.775121 

Higbway Pobce.843402 

Traffic Potice.896390 

Pubfie Security Department.... 630321 • 

Hotd Complaints.605800 

Price Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.897467 

Amman MnmdpaEty 
Complaints.....787111 

T elephon e (nJbnnatioQ 

(diiecuuy assistance) . i?i 

Oveweas Calls.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Regain.623101 

Abdab Telephone Repairs.661101 

Jordan Tdcvisxm...773111 

Radio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority.680100 

JtmlanEkariaiyABib«iiy ...815615 


Electric Power 

Cbmpany.630381 

RJ Flight Information. 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport.. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813/32 

Kbafidi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity.J. Asm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani. 664171/4 

Shine isani Hospital.669131 

University Hospital.845845 

AI-Muasner Hospital . 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abaah.666127/37 

AJ-Ahh, Abdali . 664164/6 

Italian, At-Muhajreen. 777101/3 

Al-Basbir. J. Ashrafieh.775111/26 

Army. Maria.891611/15 

Oceen Aha Hospital.602240/50 


University Hospital.845845 

AI-Muasner Hospital . 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abaah.666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali . 664164/6 

Italian, At-Muhajreen. 777101/3 

Ai-Bateir. J. Ashrafk*.775111/26 

Army. Marfca.891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

ZARQA: 

ZaroaGovL Hospital.(091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital.. (09)991071 

Ibn Sina Hospital.(09)986732 

DUHD: 

Princess Basma Hospital.. (02 )2755 55' 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital.(02)247100 


AQABA; 

Princess Hays Hospital.... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This iniomatioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at the Queen Alia Inlcmatom 
Airport TeeL (08)53200-5, where n 
should always be verified 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (Rj) Righto 
(Terminal 1) 

10:19.Aqaba (RJ) 

16:18.Damascus (RJ) 

10-Jfl.Cairo (RJ) 

HfcJS.Sana'a (RJ) 

lfc46 ..Kuwait (RJ» . 

10:45.Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:15.Lamaca(RJ) 

17:45 .Cairo (RJ). 

lfc*8 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

1*3#.Bangkok (RI) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 8,:K .. 

16:18. Sana’a (LH) MARKET KICKS ^ 

MfcJS..Cairo (MS) -. 

13:80.. Istanbul, Ankara (TK) 

13:25 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (OF) 

islw &«hd»d (SS Ant^ PPe070W:r & 

66:15 .Baghdad (AF) {JE 110W 800 

Banana -- 350/ 300 

DEPARTURES Banana (Mukammar) ........ 300/250 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights §£3 bm 7.7" '~“"Vn5 /IS 

(Terminal 1) .. - 

•7:55...Aqaba (RJ) OtaHW 

l2:^^nna.Chi rap ,.U 5 An S ck S gen, 

1*15 !!!?.....Frankfurt, jRJ)‘ CncuiS';^ 

1*30 ...Cairo (RJ) Dates.,-SXwiffi 

2Bi48.Kuwait, Abu Dhabi (Rn- Eggplant : " v -itris/S' 

7BAS ... Bahrain. Dotafaj) eSScT-.; "i! - ""'.''S™ 

21:16 .Baghdad HU) _l -TT? 

21 J* ...CairofRJi Lettuce facrooe)- = ~ ^ 

21:38-... Dubai.Muscat(RI) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) . 

“jo ... 

. it28___Cairo<MST -Peas'' 

14*9.. Ankara, taanbol frjrt ' ptpp^/W ^ 

14^ Bahrah^AbuZH^Sfarphf^--- 

1*20 (A?.J ^ 


Vpper/lower price in Os per kg.- 
.f-- liaw 8G0 

t*” 1 ™ 1 -350 / 300' 

Banmra (Mulcantmw)...... 300 / 250 

Bern - ■34G/-300 

«gdbea» .......180/140 

rSf;..;: ;noy t»- n . 

«eny (red) : t300^1C»fr- 
gerry (green)-,_^..*ngy 6» 

-llOi-80 

iSS. rr;—480/400 
......-1607,120 
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ry proposes 5-day school F a . rm ® rs 9 e * higher 
, J price for cereals 

wiiat do you think? AMMAN (J.T.) — Centres at a “P froni JI> ISC 

“ ' f a ■ -«• Tha A 


Students, 
“v> -teacifew,, patents,, officials and 
c,. .7.-. ^iajmen ,are being’ encouraged 
si bff tfi &Ministry ot Education to 

10 .^gprfrSb&r opinions on a prop- 

WA.'. ;ows4' tjyo-day weekend for 
th e 7_t-Y .- scttKris. - 

Tt|-> N 7 *F 6 r tbe past two days, offi- 
be fa. ft ’ metals the Ministry of Educa- 
ad ; 't krahaye been debating the 
WaN'" 1 ’ :> P»“?3riiity: ot incre asing the 
teair^: pnfc day'weekend, presently in- 
'&* i ^ an puWic and most pri- 
0 vale schools throughout the 

^^vEngdom. to a two-day 
ci£*k : - . weeloaidby-the 1989-90 scho- 
1 ‘ lastsc year, according to an offi- 
; ad a* the Ministry of Educa- 

^ To help the ministry in mak- 
in^f its decision, the official, 
Who preferred to remain anony- 
mous, said that the ministry was 
open to suggestions on the Fri- 
^Seotvfo day/Satnrday holiday proposal 
for schools. 

; • The proposal was initially 

‘ aDd tttfcj deemed necessary by the minis¬ 
try because of the difficulties 
ler ha ^ educators face with a one-day 


b^ 


"ocofij 
pay Ju^ 
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tm - od^L 
- r 'isi 
e: - Mav 
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weekend holiday. 

. Fridays everything is 
” ose< I’ so teachers are unable 
10 ® tten d to personal chores 
swn as g^g to the bank," the 
official explained. In addition 
when the Ministry of Education 
offers a one-day training 
co J lrse > "we usually have to 
take the teacher from his or her 
classroom. With an additional 
day, we can offer two-day train¬ 
ing courses.” 

If it becomes apparent 
through the (hoped for) public 
debate that a two-day holiday 
has a definite advantage over a 
one-day holiday, then the. 
Ministry of Education will work 
towards implementing the 
proposal, the official said. 

He explained that five to six 
classes lost on the current sixth* 
day of school would be distri¬ 
buted over the five-day school 
week, increasing school hours 
by 45 minutes, and in only rare 
cases by \Vi hours. 

"Tbe number of school days 
and hours will not fall below the 
minimum allotted within the 
(Ministry of Education) law,” 


he said. 

The official stressed that the 
cutback on scboolday. "does 
not mean that the educators' 
salary will be cut,” since the 
sixth day classes will be made 
up. 

However, an increase in 
school hours may create prob¬ 
lems for schools with double 
shifts, admits the official. "The 
increase of hours may mean 
that some of the students wfl] 
be returning home at 4:30-5:00, 
which during winter time will 
mean that they leave school 
when it is dark," he said. 

Measures to overcome such 
an obstacle is presently being 
discussed by the ministry. 

There is another aspect 
which also needs further de¬ 
bate. A two-day weekend, 
means that working parents 
with a one-day weekend will 
not attend to their children on 
Saturdays. 

The official hopes that if a 
two-day weekend for schools is 
implemented, people would 
like it and it "would be im¬ 
plemented on a national level." 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Centres at a 
number of areas in Jordan will 
open next month to purchase 
cereals from local farmers, and 
according to a cabinet decision 
announced Saturday evening the 
locally produced crops will fetch a 
higher price this year compared 
with last year's rates. 

' The cabinet said in its 
announcement that the price of 
locally produced cereals will be 
bought by the centres at 10 per 
cent higher rate than that of last 
year in a bid to encourage far¬ 
mers to double their efforts and 
increase their output. 

According to an official state¬ 
ment a tonne of wheat will be 
bought at JD 158, up from JD 144 


tonne, up from JD ISO in 1988. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
earlier this month announced that 
the centres will be set up at 
Jweideh, near Amman, Irbid and 
Ramtha in the north, Karak and 
Rabbeh in the south and Deir 
Alla in the Jordan Valley region. 

The ministry expects to purch¬ 
ase up to 40,000 tonnes of wheat, 
100,000 tonnes of barley and- 
3.000 tonnes of lentils from far¬ 
mers in the current season. 

At each centre there will be a 
ministry representative to super¬ 
vise the purchase operations. 

The Council of Ministers in its 
weekly session decided also that 
goats of 30 kilogrammes in weight 
or more can be exported from 


last year, barley at JD 99, up “JJ un & the end of July 
from JD 90; and lentils JD 198 a iy8y - 


Al Jaber returns: 

‘Nairobi environment conference 
discussed Jordan’s experience’ 



ani efisg AMMAN (J.T.) — A United 
Miuiafe Nations-sponsored conference 
Mimstir on the environment held in 
Foret®!; Nairobi recently discussed among 
khond." other things Jordan's experiment 
) icuoefe in dealing with means to protect 
trier Bkft- the environment from pollution 
pinbrei- and to protect the atmosphere, 
■■Ians ing accordinkto Minister of Mnnicip- 
al and Rural. Affairs and trie 
jg'i Environment Yousef Ham dan Al 

fcalcfe * a !jS r : , 

- The minister made the state- 

merit upon returning here from 
the Nairobi conference which he 

_said elected Dr. Stiffen Al TaJ the 

director of the Ministry's En¬ 
vironment Department as a rap¬ 
porteur for the conference's pre- 


*in° tMi 
*il cfc 


sent session which ends by 1991. 

Jaber said that the conference, 
which ended on Friday, discussed 
a host of questions related to 
measures of protecting the en¬ 
vironment and the ozone layer; 
and the implementation of U.N. 
resolutions in this respect. 

Jaber addressed the twoweek 
seminar, reaffirming that Jordan 
was committed to implementing 
international agreements and 
U.N. resolutions on the protec¬ 
tion of the environment, and the 
ozone layer, and that it has in¬ 
corporated its national environ¬ 
ment strategy in its five-year de¬ 
velopment plan which *n ds by 
1990. 


The conference in which 60 
ministers from around the world 
participated, was organised by 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). Jaber told 
the meeting that all possible 
efforts are King exerted to cany 
out provisions of international 
resolutions and continues to con¬ 
duct a series of seminars and 
other activities to spread aware¬ 
ness among the public on the 
need to protea the environment 
and curb pollution. 

The minister also outlined Jor¬ 
dan's plans to stem desertification 
and to green the country through 
afforestation programmes. 


Egyptian Civil Defence Chief Omar Shawqi (second from right) 
accompanied by CDD Director General IX-Gen. Khaled Taraw- 
neh Sunday hold talks at CDD headquarters in Amman (Petra 
photo) 

Shawqi briefed on CDD 


rout) Me ■■ ■ ___ 

Ministry allocates JD 11,000 
for 1989 cultural season 


same u 
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er j d mis AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The has been in the habit of allocating 

• F ‘i ™.! Ministry of Culture and Informs- annual sums of money for clubs, 
0a5fc' ■**' ^ located JD 11,000 for folk troupes, cultural centres and 
T promoting cultural activities dur- literary societies and other orga- 

mg 1989, up from JD 8,050 in nisations and hoped that they will 
'^,^ 1988, according to an announce- increase their activities during 
7 __ ment by the ministry’s Secretary J 89. 

* General Hani Al Amad. 

1 Amad said that Minister of The former minister of culture 
^ e2Wt: Culture and Information Nasouh announced in January that the 
Al MajaH ordered that the sum Ministry of Culture will this year 
. ■ be distributed to 21 organisations begin presenting awards and 
jeratft which are involved in cultural prizes to people for outstanding 
• activities in the Kingdom to en- works in literature, science, social 
courage them to carry out and sciences and the arts, but special 
Diets increase their activities. Amad awards wil] go for remarkable 
isisfci*? .saicTthat (he Ministry of Culture works tackling Islamic studies. 

jjrV.JBtfi ■ .. " I f ~' r . —-- 

"Sf Jordanian-Swiss team 
^ Unearths Byzantine floor 

ABA (Petra) - located near Um Al R^as\il- 
5 Archaeological excavations con- ^ge. He sard one of the four 

’ ^ ^.-ducted bytbe Department of churches was found at an earlier 
J - : Antiquities in cooperation with a phase of the dig, and the excava- 

*aCK Swiss team have unearthed a tions wiU continue to unearth the 

1 mosaic floor measuring 14 metres remaining maent churches. 

byTO metres and dating back to According to the departmen 
^ f the sixth ''century AD spokesman, the Swiss team will 

■ Au-trokeso^for the depart- also help cany out restoration 
jrt ;S said that the work at Um Al Walid archaeolo- 

mosaic floor which depicts birds, gical site where an anaent Islanuc 

^.Ss-’iSSiaria plants Was disco- mosque was found dating back to 

r ”rpcjk''' 1 " e ^^folfowing a two-month ex- era ‘ 

of pk V cava&sa' neiiwl 1116 s P° kesman 531(1 ^ Umm 

inSjif spokesman Al Walid used to serve as a 

^aidtiratB?zantinechinxhes used restbouse for caravans passing 
-to odamu SrarrhseoloHcaJ site through Jordanian lemtoiy. 


increase their activities during 

J S9. 

The former minister of culture 
announced in January that the 
Ministry of Culture will this year 
begin presenting awards and 
prizes to people for outstanding 
works in literature, science, social 
sciences and the arts, but special 
awards will go for remarkable 
works tackling Islamic studies. 



AMMAN (Petra) — Civil De¬ 
fence Director Lt.-Gen. Khalid 
Tarawneh discussed with his visit¬ 
ing Egyptian counterpart Omar 
Shawqi and the accompanying 
delegation scopes of bilateral 
cooperation and means of de¬ 
veloping the exchange of technic¬ 
al expertise and training prog¬ 
rammes, between the two ser¬ 
vices. 

Atl a meeting held Sunday at 
the Civil Defence Department, 
Lt.-Gen. Tarawneh praised the 
existing cooperation between Jor¬ 
dan and Egypt in the field of 
exchange of expertise and in¬ 
formation, and stressed that the 
CDD has benefitted a lot from 
the Egyptian experience in the 
areas of structural organisation 
and training programmes. 

Shawqi lauded the achieve¬ 
ments made by the CDD and 
expressed satisfaction with the 
standards the dvil defence per¬ 
sonnel in Jordan have achieved 
int erms of use of modern equip¬ 
ment and computer systems. 


Tarawneh and Shawqi also lis¬ 
tened to a briefing presented by 
deputy director general for op¬ 
eration and planning Col. Theeb 
Al Maani about the establish¬ 
ment of the CDD, its develop¬ 
ment and the tasks entrusted to it 
in times of war and peace. 

Maani also reviewed the 
struaurai organisation of the 
Higher Council of Civil Defence 
and its duties, in addition to the 
voluntary civil defence service in 
Jordan and the role of the CDD 
in training and rehabilitating 
voluntary civil defence cadres. 

They also listened to a briefing 
by the communications depart¬ 
ment director on the computer 
system in operation at the CDD. 
They were also briefed on the 
rescue department and its duties. 

Later both defence chiefs vi¬ 
sited the immediate relief depart¬ 
ment where they were briefed by 
its director Col. Mohammad 
Taha Al Hmoud on its tasks and 
duties. 


Rosana Scfautte 


located near Um Al Rasas vil¬ 
lage. He said one of the fonr 
churches was found at an earlier' 
phase of the dig, and the excava¬ 
tions will continue to unearth the 
remaining ancient churches. 

According to the department 
spokesman, the Swiss team will 
also help carry out restoration 
work at Um Al Walid arcbaeolo- 


period. 
- The. denartm 


" department spokesman 
'..ike dratByzantinecburchesused 
: *7 -to ocnipy the archaeological site 

. : - : - 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tfie daily'Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time rand place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Aj^tegraphy exhibition by Adlb Atwan at the Spanish 

An archaeological exhibition entitled “The Treasons of Hasma 
- Desert” at the Department of Antiquities Registration Centre. 
* An.art exhibition by three North African artists at Abdnl 
( Hamid Shoman Foundation. 


Arab children’s congress 
Experience convenes on June 26 
the Opera 
Experience 

AMMAN (J.T.) — the Amer¬ 
ican opera singer Rosana Schutte 
wbo presented a performance at 
the Royal Cultural Centre in Am¬ 
man on Saturday is helping the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) carry out a six-week 
“Opera Experience” workshop 
designed to allow participants to 
experience 1 opera and opera 
singing. 

The workshop which started 
Sunday was sponsored by the 
NHFs National Music Conserva¬ 
tory and will run twice a week for 
two hours a session at the end of 
which there will be an optional 
performance. 

Ms. Schutte wbo is en route to 
Australia to study further with 
the renowned opera singer Rita 
Hunter has been on stage since 
she was six years old. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The ninth 
children’s congress will start in 
Jordan on June 26 with the parti¬ 
cipation of children groups from 
all Arab countries, according to 
an announcement here Sunday.. 

The announcement was made 
by a preparatory committee set¬ 
up by the Noor Ai Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) which is orga¬ 
nising the annual event. 

The week-long congress will 
entail visits by the Arab children 
to archaeological and tourist 
areas and places of interest in 
Jordan as well as children's clubs, 
according to the announcement. 
It said that the children will spend 
some days with Jordanian fami¬ 
lies and will attend an Arab fes¬ 
tival during which various types 
of folk activities from Jordan and 
other countries will be presented. 

According to the committee, a 
full programme had been pre¬ 
pared for the entertainment of 
the young viators who will have a 
close picture of Jordanian chil¬ 


dren’s life and will acquaint them¬ 
selves with Jordan’s achieve¬ 
ments and national endeavours. 

Through their shared experi¬ 
ences and visits to historical sites 
and cultural events, the Arab 
children are encouraged to 
appreciate more the contempar- 
ary challenges and the ancient 
bonds of culture and understand¬ 
ing that are common to all Arab 
people, according to the com¬ 
mittee. 

Last year, children from 17 
Arab countries took part in the 
congress which entailed a variety 
of recreational activities. Accord-- 
ing to the announcement, the 
congress which first convened in 
1980 with the encouragement and 
under the patronge of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, has become an 
annual cultural event for the chil¬ 
dren of the Arab World. So far 
according to the statement, total 
of 465 Arab children took part in 
the past eight congresses. 


^ An art exhibition by Ahmad Abu Othmiin at the Housing Bank 


*T An art-exhibition by Jordanian artist Klara Malsehokibtan at 
. .. Petra Bank Gallery. 

* An etMhfitfrm of scientific experiments, Jordanian chemical 
' industries, books, computers and children’s paintings at the 
. . Dhivetsity of Jordan Model School. 

* A photography exhibition by Sigrid Neubert oni“tl»e Goethe- 

: / Village between Tafila and Shohak) at the 

Cultural Centre. 

* Ait exfa&ntion by French artist “Olivier MntiDod” al tbe 
Fmieh cttairal Centre. 

* ^ of documents md phjrto. ? 

. Msfffly *uid development nnder His Mqjesty King Hussein s 

* A jdKtoorapfav exhibition by Hahham JowriMt entiti ed “Am- 

B ossein’s Reign” at tbe Salt Municipality 

fcOft p.m- 


produces 

school 

atlases 

AMM/UM (Petra) — The Royal 
Jordanian Geographic Centre 
(RJGC) has produced 275,000 
school atlases for tbe Ministry of 
Education which will distribute 
them to various schools in the 
coming scholastic year, the cen¬ 
tre’s Director General Oklah 
Duheimai has announced. 

Duheimat said that the centre 
is now producing tourist maps for 
visitors and people touring 
archaeological and tourist sites in 
the Kingdom. So for, the centre 
produced maps for Amman and 
its different areas, the Nabatean 
dty of Petra, the Greco-Roman 
d*v r* \*rash; and is working on 
.japs for Mad aba, Karak, Irbid 
and Wadi Rum. 


Jordan, Egypt conclude 
sports, youth agreement 


CAIRO (Petra) — Youth Minis¬ 
ter Awad Khleifat and president 
of the Egyptian Higher Council- 
for Youth and Sports Abdul 
Ahad Jamal Al Deen Sunday 
signed the executive programme 
of the Jordanian-Egyptian sports 
and youth cooperation agree¬ 
ment. 

In a statement to Petra, 
Khleifat said that the signing of 
the executive programme -coin¬ 


cides with tbe extraordinary Arab 
summit, held in Casablanca las t 
week, which called for the return 
of Egypt to the Arab fold. 

Under the programme, ten 
Jordanian youths will be called to 
participate in the Arab interna¬ 
tional voluntary work camp, due 
to be held in Cairo m August, and 
scout leaders from both countries 
will exchange visits. 


Destination Jordan course 

PART of the Intel -Continental Hotels Corporation policy in 
promoting Jordan as a destination, the Inter active selling course has 
been arranged to take place at Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental from 
May 29 - June 1, 1989. 

The course is run by Mr. Michael Jackson, Director / IHC Sales 
Training Development, Mr. Donald Potter the Sales Manager and 
Mr. David Danny, Reegkmal Direc* ,nnr of Sales / *» p r-... 

Sixteen sales persons from Inter-Con* -iH 1 -... ..„jie 

East are participating in this course. 


Scholars converge on Lyon 
for Jordan’s history conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The history of 
Jordan will be brought back to 
life Tuesday at the French town 
of Lyon when orientalists and 
historians will gather for six days 
to review and discuss the coun¬ 
try's archaeological treasures and 
antiquities over the past ages. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra said that 6 S major research 1 
works and 36 working papers 
dealing with the excavation work 
in the Kingdom, ancient sites and 
aretefacts and antiquities unear¬ 
thed over the past years will be 
examined by the fourth interna¬ 
tional conference on the history 
and antiquties of Jordan, which 
will be held under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 


The agency said that the De¬ 
partment of Antiquties, tbe Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan and Yanuouk Uni¬ 
versity will -together present 14 
research works to the conference 
which has been organised by the 
Department of Antiquities in 
cooperation with the University 
of Lyon and the French foreign 
ministry. 

Petra said that a group of 
orientalists, historians and 
archaeologists from 11 different 
countries, in addition to Jordan, 
will participate in the conference 
to discuss historical facts, and 
review finds from the Stone Age, 
the Iron Age and the Islamic era. 

According to Petra, three ex¬ 
hibitions will be held on the 
sidelines of the conference de¬ 


picting mosaics, and artefacts ^ 
found at Tal Abu Homed ancient 
site dating back to the early'' 
Bronze Age and until the 20th, 
century. 

The Department of Anti¬ 
quities’ Direaor Gazhi Bisheh. 
said the historians will discuss 
issues pertaining to these trea- ; 
sures and earlier settlements 
the Kingdom; and will review , 
current excavation programmes!, 
at these ancient sites. 

Tbe first conference on the 
history and antiquities of Jordah- 
was held at Oxford, England in 
March 1980, the second in Am-, 
man in 1983, while the third was- 
held in West Germany the follow¬ 
ing year. 


Nsour op ens 8 new schools 

6,000 students celebrate 
Independence Day today 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
6.000 students from the various 
Ministry of Education schools 
throughout the Kingdom Monday 
take part in a festival to be held at 
the Amman International Sta¬ 
dium to mark Jordan's Independ¬ 
ence Day. 

The festival includes various 
activities, embodying tbe mean¬ 
ings of indepndence" and the in¬ 
teraction between the leader and 
the people to achieve the objec¬ 
tives of the Great Arab Revolt. 

On Sunday, Education Minis¬ 
ter Abdullah Al Nsour paid an 
inspection visit to Anjara where, 
he opened Anjara secondary 
school and Prince Abdullah voca¬ 
tional school. The Ministry of 
Education is currently construct¬ 
ing eight new schools in Ajioun at 
a cost of JD 2.25 million. 

Nsour also attended the cultu¬ 
ral festivals held by Ajioun secon- 
dary girls school to mark its 40th 
anniversary, and opened an art 
exhibitions held to mark Jordan's 
Independence Day. 

The minister also opened the 
annual art exhibition held by 
Jerash vocational school and 
toured the various sections of the 
exhibition. 

■ Addressing the educationalists 
in Jerash and Ajioun, Nsour 


stressed the need for innovative 
ideas for the development of the 
educational process. 

Nsour also called for enhancing 
the human values and the spirit of 
cooperation, love of the home¬ 
land, and self respect, saying that 
the educational march is long and 


cumbersome requiring that edu¬ 
cationalists make every effort to 
achieve the aims of the education 
process. Nsour opted that the 
theme of the educational process 
during the next stage should be 
“to develop the educational be¬ 
haviours and to enhance self- 
supervision concept." 


Manama dentists 
meeting opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part in a -meeting by the 
executive council of the Arab 
Dentists Union due to open in 
Manapia, Bahrain Sunday to dis¬ 
cuss professional questions and 
the outcome of studies conducted 
by an ad hoc committee on 
specialisations in dentistry. 

A report by the union’s secret¬ 
ary general and means of provid¬ 
ing support to the Palestinian 
intifada will be among the other 


questions to be discussed along 
with Arabisation of dentistry, 
terms and holding seminars and 
conferences at the regional and 
international levels. 

Jordan.will be represented at 
the four-day meeting by Dr. 
Ishaq Al Kfaairi, president of the 
Jordanian Dentists Association. 
The union's assistant secretary 
general Abdul Aziz Al Haj, also, 
from Jordan, will attend, along 
the other members of the council. 
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Message to 
Brussels summit 


THE LEADERS of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation' 
(NATO) gather for their much-heralded 40th anniversary 
summit in Brussels today, with media speculations focused 
on whether or not U.S. President George Bush would 1 
upstage Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in arms reduction 
initiatives. Well, fine and well as for as the developing world 
is concerned if such a competition leads to easing of tension 
around the globe. Bat, if past experiences are any indica¬ 
tion, it remains to be seen how for will the expected arms 
reduction proposals go m deeds and whether the summit 
would draw a distinct line between media propaganda 
exercises and actual moves towards global disarmament. 

There is little doubt that the prevailing East-West detente 
is conducive enough to creative action on both sides on the 
divide to construct new bridges of understanding and 
consolidate existing ones in the ongoing efforts to eliminate 
the ever-present threat of a nuclear war. But, the differ¬ 
ences of viewpoints among NATO members over short- 
range unclear forces (SNF) is very much on the podium in 
iBrnssds, threatening to boost splits rather than agreements 
to surface. In addition, possibilities that Bush might 
announce what the West perceives as a drastic ait in 
American military presence in Europe are also worrisome to 
some NATO members. Seen from this part of the world, 
these differences and rifts should fade into relative insignifi¬ 
cance when considered in light of a mutually Shared 
East-West understanding that both want to make the globe a 
better place to live, away from any threat of war or 
sabre-rattling. 

While it is understandable that decades-old suspicions 
and mistrust cannot be swept off overnight, .it is also 
desirable that the West in particular look at the East bloc led 
by MikhaiTGorbachev under a new light; and also give him 
credit for'gdbd'foith in making concrete‘moves as well as 
new proposals to reduce global tension within the context of 
the arms race and regional conflicts. Furthermore, realities 
on the ground, as represented in developments within the 
Soviet Union and other East bloc countries dictate that the 
“Russian bear” is no longer lurking round the corner to 
pounce at the first given opportunity. 

We, In the developing world, have but one simple appeal 
to the Brussels summit of the mighty Western military 
alliance: Consider the plight of the poor of the world whose 
aspirations for better living are blunted by East-West 
strategic interests and the never-ending race to acquire and 
site new weapons of destruction. Don't they have a right to 
reject being turned pawns in the game and asked to pay the 
price in terms of peace and stability? Are they not the ones 
who inevitably end up allocating a major part of their scrace 
resources to defend themselves against neighbours armed by 
either of the superpowers? 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'I daily on Sunday discussed Israel’s elections plan for the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip and Israeli leaders’ moves to 
peddle the plan in Europe. Shamir and Arens went to the United 
States and Europe for the sake of convincing their leaders of the 
benefits of this plan which is clearly in Israel's favour and excludes 
all demands by the Palestinians that the elections be held after the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces and under U.N. supervision, said the 
paper. A1 Ra’i said that though the United States expressed 
cautious approval of the plan, Washington was careful to warn 
Israel not to go ahead with its expansionist dreams in the Arab 
lands, something which Shamir has adamantly refused. Shamir’s 
plan drew a cool response in Europe where die Israelis failed to 
convince the public opinion and governments of the sincerity of 
their intentions with regard to the Palestine question, the paper 
added. It said that the Arabs at Casablanca made their voice loud 
and clear and demanded that the PLO’s ideas for the elections 
should be implemented. But it said it is clear now that Shamir was 
not sincere in his moves and all he wanted was a means to abort 
the intifada and render the Palestinian endeavours a failure, an 
objective difficult to attain. 

A columnist in AJ Ra’i daily focuses attention on an idea of 
closing schools in the Kingdom for two days a week instead of one 
and says that it is the brainchild oF the Ministry of Education 
which is now holding wide contacts to determine whether it Is 
feasible or not. Rakan A1 Majali, who is also editor of the 
newspaper says that the ministry is inclined to close down schools 
on Fridays and Saturdays, two days a week like many other 
countries around the world. There is no doubt that this idea has 
proponents and opponents and advantages and disadvantages 
something that should be weighed very carefully by the Ministry 
and bv educationists who should remember that the two shift 
school can by no means implement this idea since there can be no 
way of extending school hours under the present arrangement, 
the writer notes. He says that the ministry should also take into 
consideration the fact that some mothers go to work on Saturdays 
and they will be confronted with the problem of arranging for 
their children to be looked after during their absence on that day. 
But the writer notes also that the application of the two-day 
holiday was found to be very feasible at the universities which 
continue to apply them, largely due to the high operational cost 
on the extra day of work. 

A1 Dustour daily Sunday said that Jordanian diplomacy was very 
active at the Casablanca summit which helped the Arab leaders to 
reach very positive results. The paper noted that King Hussein 
held numerous meetings with his Arab brothers for the sake of 
overcoming difficulties and problems that impeded an agreement, 
especially over the Palestine issue. The King’s moves were in line 
with the Kingdom’s endeavours to enable the Arabs arrive at a 
common ground and adopt a common stand vis-a-vis the common 
problems facing their countries, the paper said. The King’s 
address to the summit manifested the Jordanian policy of seeking 
a strong Arab solidarity and a collective action. 


Arab summit puts PLO strategy on course 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

CASABLANCA — After a cou¬ 
ple of setbacks to a peace offen¬ 
sive he launched last year, 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
is back on course with fellow 
Arabs solidly behind him. 

An Arab summit meeting in 
Morocco, summoned partly in 
response to steady lobbying by 
the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) chairman, has 
turned a PLO initiative into a 
common Arab strategy. 11 

The outcome! announced on 
Friday after four days of efforts to 
accommodate the views of Syria, 
was almost exactly what Arafat 
needed to show the world he is 
not the only Arab willing to make 
peace with Israel in exchange for 
land. 

“The PLO has won 100 per 


cent support from the Arab sum¬ 
mit," PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman said. 

The organisation's success is a 
welcome change from the setback 
it suffered in the battle for mem¬ 
bership of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) earlier this 
month. 

The WHO affair cast a shadow 
over the PLO’s on-off dialogue 
with the United States, already in 
suspension while Washington 
awaited the PLO response to an 
Israeli government election plan. 

Now, most importantly for 
Arafat, the Arab kings, sheikhs 
and presidents have avoided 
sending 'Washington negative sig¬ 
nals just as it starts to put flesh on 
a Middle East peace policy. 

Delegates said be was helped 
substantially by Egypt, attending 
its first Arab summit for more 
than 10 years and already taking a 


leadership role among Arabs. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
in a message to summit host King 
Hassan earlier this week, de¬ 
scribed the Casablanca summit as 
an opportunity to enhance the 
prospects for Middle East peace. 

He suggested the Arab leaders 
contribute to the process by en¬ 
dorsing die concessions Arafat 
has made overthe last six months 
and avoid steps which would add 
to the obstacles. 

U.S. diplomats said they were 
particularly concerned the sum- 
■■ mit might reject outright the idea' 
of elections in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, where 
Palestinians have been In revolt 
against Israeli rule since Decem¬ 
ber 1987. 

They were also watching to see 
if the PLO, piqued at the U.S. 
campaign against its foil mem¬ 
bership of WHO, might ask Arab 


states to exclude Israel from 
other international organisations. 

The Casablanca summit did not 
take these steps. 

Although it did not catch up 
with. Arafat on each point, it 
showed the Arab consensus mov¬ 
ing closer and closer to explicit 
recognition of a two-state solu¬ 
tion — an independent state of 
Palestine alongside Israel in its 
pre-1967 borders. 

The Palestine National Council 
(PNC) adapted such a solution at 
a meeting in Algiers last Novem¬ 
ber and foe Arab s ummi t said it 
welcomed the PNC resolutions. 

The Arab heads of state did 
not, however, recognise foe state 
of Israel, as Arafat did in Geneva 
in December. 

“We (foe PLO) were destined 
to have the curse of recognising 
Israel, but .why should we ask the 
Arabs to do likewise?" said one 


of Arafat’s advisers. 

' On foe Israeli elections propos¬ 
al, foe summit said voting should 
only take place after an Israeli 
withdrawal, under U.N. supervi¬ 
sion and in foe framework of a 
comprehensive peace process. 

The Israeli plan, which gives no 
guarantee that Israel will ever 
withdraw from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, was designed to 
(till off the intifada and bypass foe 
PLO as the representative of the 
Palestinian people, it added. 

A Western diplomat in Casab¬ 
lanca said this would ■ disappoint 
foe United States, which wanted 
a formula leaving foe options 
open. 

“It's not an adequate re¬ 
sponse to foe Shamir plan. Even 
though it’s carefully worded, foe 
conditions make It a non-starter 
in Tel Aviv,” he said. 


But there were many positive 
elements, such as a forthright 
condemnation of terrorism, a 
prime U.S. concern, and renewed ■ 
endorsement of U.N. resolutions 
whicb implicitly recognise Israel’s - 
right to exist, he added. 

Arafat did not, however, win a 
public pledge from his fellow 
Arab leaders to pay up contribu¬ 
tions to an intifada fund. 

The PLO says the previous 
Arab summit, in Algiers last 
June, promised an initial $128 
million, followed by $43 milli on a 
month, to keep foe uprising alive. 

Only Saudi Arabia has paid its 
share in full, while most Arab 
countries have given nothing at 
all, PLO officials say. 

Delegates said other Gulf 
states made clear their stretched 
economies meant they were in no 
position to make such precise 
commitments. 


* 


Presidential 
post enhances 
Gorbachev’s 
authority 


By Susan Cornwell 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Kremlin chief 
Mikhail Gorbachev's election to 
the Soviet Union's powerful new 
executive presidency Thursday 
enhances his authority in steering 
foe country away from old-style 
Communism. 

Gorbachev, who became Com¬ 
munist Party chief in March 198S 
and added foe old Soviet ceremo¬ 
nial presidency to his titles last 
October, has actually acquired 
few extra powers that he did not 
exercise already. 

What he has gained instead is a 
solid legal and popular basis for 
them, answering criticism at 
home and abroad of foe old 
Soviet tradition that the Com¬ 
munist Party chief acted as foe 
country’s top official. 

Chosen as president by the 
Congress of People's Deputies, 
themselves elected in -the first 
multi-candidate balloting in.de*. 
cades,. Gorbachev now has,.ah 
indirect popular mandate for his \ 
political, economic and foreign 
polity reforms. 

In his new post, which carries 
five-year term, he will chair ses¬ 
sions of foe Supreme Soviet — 
the standing parliament- to be 
elected by foe congress—as well 
as decide key issues in foreign 
policy and defence. 

The presidential post was prop¬ 
osed by Gorbachev and approved 
last year in political reforms 
which also created the congress 
and revamped Supreme Soviet as 


part of an evolving “law-based” 
state. 

Thefchanges revolutionised foe 
country's political structure but 
left foe one-party system in (dace 
as something Gorbachev has so 
for been unwilling to change. 

A peasant’s son from south¬ 
ern Russia with a Moscow Uni¬ 
versity degree in law, the stocky, 
balding Gorbachev has pushed 
ahead with reforms, despite re¬ 
sistance from foe party and gov¬ 
ernment bureaucracy. 

In his four years in power, the 
Soviet leader has forced a major 
reshuffle in top political posts, 
replacing over half foe govern¬ 
ment's ministers and many re¬ 
gional Communist Party bosses. 

In April he oversaw a purge of 
110 Co mmunis ts, many elderly 
Conservatives, from the policy¬ 
making central committee. 

Gorbachev has also wooed 
world opinion by' overhauling 
Soviet foreign, policy, most re¬ 
cently with Ms. trip to Pelting for 
the fimSino^Soviet summitm30 
years. 

In December 1987, he and 
then-president Ronald Reagan 
agreed in Washington to elimin¬ 
ate superpower medium-range 
nuclear forces. Hie treaty took 
effect in June 1988. 

Gorbachev’s fresh approach in 
foreign policy was conducted 
together with Eduard Shevard¬ 
nadze, a fellow lt new thinker” he 
named in July 1985 in place of 
veteran Foregin Minister Andrei 
Gromyko. 

In 1988 foe Soviet Union 


agreed to withdraw its troops 
from Af ghanis tan by February 
1989, ending an incursion that 
brought the Kremlin internation¬ 
al condemnation. 

Together with cuts in Soviet 
troops along foe Chinese border 
and a pledge by Vietnam, with 
Soviet backing, to withdraw 
from Cambodia,, italso ended a 
major stumbling block to norma¬ 
lising relations with China. 

Despite political reform, Gor¬ 
bachev's home record has been 
more patchy, particularly in foe 
economy in loosening the. dead 
hand of decades of central plan¬ 
ning. 

The liberalisation of the politic¬ 
al dimate also allowed an erup¬ 
tion of long-standing grievances 
among many of the country's 100 
or so various national groups 
whicb the Kremlin has appeared 
unable to control. 

Over 90 Armenians and Azer¬ 
baijanis died in ethnic dashes 
over foe disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh last year. 

The killing by troops of 20 
demonstrators at a peaceful rally 
in the Georgian capital of Tbilisi 
in April also appeared to deal a. 
serious blow to the Kremlin lead¬ 
ership. 

Mikhail Sergeyvich Gor¬ 
bachev was born on March 2, 
1931, in the northern Caucasus 
village of Privolnoye, near Stav¬ 
ropol. 

Party cMef in Stavropol at the 
age of 35, he was summoned to 
Moscow.in 1928 fojake.charge.of 
agriculture and in 1979 was made 
a non-voting member of foe poiit- 
buro. 

He told a Soviet press inter¬ 
viewer recently that he earns 
1,200 roubles ($1,800) a month 
and likes nothing better than 
walking in the woods but rarely 
has time. 

His wife Raisa, with whom he 
studied at Moscow University, 
has attracted attention in foe 
West with an elegance and self- 
assurance rarely displayed by pre¬ 
vious Soviet “first ladies.” 


Wounds of the young 
show toll of uprising 


By John Baggnley 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Battered bodies like that of Ma- 
moun Mohammad Ah', hit 12 
times by Israeli bullets, bring 
doctors at East Jerusalem’s 
Mokassed Hospital dose to de¬ 
spair. 

“Every day you will hear in the 
news "three dead, 30 wounded.' I 
am not worried about foe dead. 
They are foe martyrs,” said Dr. 
Wahid Dajani, head of anaesthe¬ 
sia and intensive care. 

The hospital treats many in¬ 
jured victims of the Palestinian 
uprising against Israeli rule in foe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“This is the death of people,” 
he said, pointing to some of foe 
40-odd scarred, paralysed or 
traumatised Palestinians injured 
in the revolt. They occupy on 
ayerage one-fifth of beds in the 
hospital on the Mount of Olives. 

Their wounds did not kill out¬ 
right but Dajani's meaning is all 
too dear from 14-year-old Ma- 
moun’s inability to talk, in the 
paralysed legs of Sulhi Radwan, 
24, a tailor from Gaza City whose 
wife Rahab, 20, is four mouths 
pregnant. 

Ten scars from rubber bullets 
are visible on Mamoun's body. 
Two holes from two-other bullets, 
foe ones that penetrated, are 
Mdden by bandages around his 
head. 

Doctors used a magnet to re¬ 
move one of the 15-gram rubber- 
coated metal balls from the cen¬ 
tre of his brain. The other was 
removed from near the surface 
above his right eye. 

Mamoun was going home on 
May 11 after buying sweets when 
he ran into an army patrol, his 
17-year-old brother Osama said. 
“There were, stones being 


thrown, here and there, but he 
wasn’t involved. The army 
opened fire.” 

Radwan said he was shot when 
he and others left their house on 
May 16 to buy food after a 10-day 
curfew. Thirteen people were liv¬ 
ing in foe house and needed flour 
to make bread. 

“As we left foe Sheikh Radwan 
quarter, the army shouted at us to 
stop the car. There were seven 
soldiers. We stopped and they 
started battering foe car. The 
driver got nervous and tried to 
move the car away. They opened 
fire and I was Mt in the back,” he 
said. 

“He will never get-better. He 
can’t even pass urine," Dajani 
said. 

Radwan's mother, a widow, 
squatted on foe floor drinking 
coffee and eating a handful of 
raisins. “She shouldn’t be here, 
but I can’t throw her out,” foe 
doctor said. 

Many of the wounded are fami¬ 
ly breadwinners, a feeling of sud¬ 
den uselessness adding to the 
pain of their injuries. 

Mamoun contributed S250 a 
month to his family in Kalandia 
camp from Ms work as a porter at 
the market, his brother said. 

Nadur Suleiman Amar, 15, 
said be was shot in foe- chest in 
mid-May by Jewish settlers driv¬ 
ing near foe West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

“Another two millimetres and 
be would have died, or another 
half hour and Ms heart would 
have failed,” Dajani said. 

“He was lucky, but even if they 
survive and go bad: to work, they 
are never the same again. Prob¬ 
lems come and go for years.” 

He said most of the 700 
seriously wounded people that 
the hospital has treated during 
foe uprising were aged from 17 to 
25. 


Relatives crowd the corridors, 
others stand by beds, living evi¬ 
dence of the uprising's impact 
among the 1.7 million Arabs of 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

More than 500 people have 
died in foe intifada. The U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency (UN¬ 
RWA) estimates nearly 25,000 
people have been injured in the 
17-mo nth-old uprising. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
told .Reuters that up to May 21 a 
total of 4,144 Palestinians had 
been wounded in foe West Bank 
and 2,111 in the Gaza Strip. Hie 
army counts as wounded those 
treated and kept in hospital at 
least one night. 

None of the wounded in 
Mokassed Hospital admit to 
throwing rocks or concrete 
blocks, some of which have killed 
and maimed Israelis. 

Army figures show that up to 
this week 1,128 soldiers were 
injured in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since the revolt began. 
Six soldiers have been killed. 

Some 613 Israeli civilians have 
been wounded in foe uprising, 
according to army figures. 

Mokassed is the best equipped 
hospital in the territories, and 
thus receives foe most seriously 
wounded. Some will die, swelling 
foe death toll of 500 Palestinians 
and 20 Israelis. 

In intensive care, a 17-year-old 
Hebron youth lay motionless 
among the plastic lifelines. He 
was shot in the bead with a plastic 
bullet in a dash involving Arab 
residents, Jewish settlers and the 
army. 

“We tell foe families, in small 
doses,” Dajani said. “He is going 
to die.” 

Two relatives kept vigil at foe 
young man’s bedside. Outside, 
the father asked: “What hope?” 


Bush’s change of tone on Gorbachev seen as belated 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Arms con¬ 
trol experts say the Bush adminis¬ 
tration now appears to be be¬ 
latedly acknowledging that an 
Mstoric opportunity is at hand to 
end foe military face-off that has 
divided Europe for 40 years. 

Last week the White House 
was still dismissing arms initia¬ 
tives of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev as public relations 
ploys and deriding Gorbachev 
himself as a “drugstore cowboy” 
— a colloquial term for a phony. 

But on Wednesday, in a major 
change in tone, President George 
Bush warmly welcomed Gor¬ 
bachev's proposals for slashing 
troop, tank and artillery num¬ 
bers, saying: “Through negotia¬ 
tions, we can now transform the 
military landscape of Europe.” 

“...The Soviets are now being 
forthcoming and we hope to 
achieve the reductions that we 
seek,” Bush declared in a com¬ 
mencement address at foe U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy. 

U.S. officials and private arms 
control analysts say Bush’s sud¬ 
den shift was evidently due to two 
things a major arms control 
bargaining concession by Moscow 
and a belated realisation at the 
White House that negative U.S. 
comments on Gorbachev could 
be backfiring. 

The Soviet concession came on 
Tuesday in Vienna talks on con¬ 
ventional forces in Europe 
CFE). 

Moscow agreed to limit key 
categories of weapons that it or 
any other single nation in the 
Warsaw Pact and NATO could 
possess to 14.000 tanks, 17,000 
artillery pieces and 18,000 com¬ 
bat vehicles per nation. 

Washington and its NATO 
allies had been pressing for such a 
limitation and Moscow, generally 
seen as having a big advantage in 
conventional forces, had been re¬ 
sisting. Now it was dose to 
accepting the proposed NATO 
ceilings of 12,000 tanks, 10,000 
artillery pieces and 16,800 


armoured vehicles per country. 

Overall, Moscow is proposing 
cuts of one million troops on each 
side and Warsaw Pact cuts in 
tanks of 40,000, in combat vehi¬ 
cles of 42,000, and in artillery 
pieces of 47,000. 

Former U.S'. Geneva aims, 
negotiator Jack Mendelsohn said 
the concession meant foe Warsaw 
Pact was “in spitting distance of 
NATO’s position — they’re 
saying let's go for it.” 

Former U.S. Anns Control 


and Disarmament Agency assis¬ 
tant director Barry Blechman 
said foe Soviet move showed “the 
Soviets are seriously determined 
to get an agreement and get it 
soon” and that it should now be 
possible to conclude an initial 
conventional arms pact in as little 
as a year or two. 

It appeared, the analysts said, 
that Bush had concluded some¬ 
thing that many in Western 
Europe have been saying for 
over two years — Gorbachev is 


opport 

onfront 


offer 

to end' East-West confrontation, 

A second reason for Bush's 
shift in tone had to do with 
diplomatic signals, the analysts 
said. 

White House national security 
adviser Brent Scowcroft said 
Bush wanted to send a positive 
signal to Moscow. 

“The president felt he 
appeared too negative before, 
so he’s trying to appear more 
positive now,” Scowcroft said. 


Private analysts said another 
likely aim was to mollify restive 
NATO allies who have not been 
happy with Washington’s tepid 
reaction to Gorbachev's initia¬ 
tives, including an announced un¬ 
ilateral reduction of 10,000 tanks 
and .500,000 troops from Warsaw 
Pact front lines. 

Medeisobn said it was inevit¬ 
able that Bush would begin mak¬ 
ing more positive noises about 
Gorbachev. The Soviet leader 
had stolen foe limelight in West¬ 


ern Europe and Bush’s foreign 
policy team was trying to reassert 
U.S. leadership. 

“They’re like fish,” he said of 
the Bush team. “They learn — 
but slowly.” 

He said Bush’s team had been 
late in grasping the extent to 
whicb Gorbachev was dominating 
the stage in Western Europe and 
the extent to wMch Moscow's 
proposals were an opportunity to 
bring down foe curtain on tbe 
cold war. 
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Current world judo champion Fabten Canu combines the rigors of training for interna- 

^^,..y, L. ... 


By Philippa Neave 

PARIS — If Fabien Cano’s ex¬ 
perience is any indication, plenty 
of sportsmen and women should 
take bean and aim for the top, 
even if progress seems slow. 
Canu, judo's current world cham¬ 
pion was no overnight success, in 
fact when he started traimng in 
France’s national team some 10 
years ago, he wasn’t noted as a 
very talented fighter. 

Long years of constant training 
paid off, however, and he gra¬ 
dually made a name for himself 
first in national and later in inter¬ 
national competitions. Now, the 
28-year-old judoist bolds firmly 
on to his title, which he earned in 
1987 in Essen, Germany. 

. His success comes at a rime 
when jndo is gaining in popularity 
worldwide, among adults as well 
as the veiy young. Like other 
martial arts, it is said to nurture 
moral stamina at the same time 
that it develops physical abilities 
and body coordination. This sys¬ 
tem of unarmed combat, now 
primarily a sport, aims at throw¬ 
ing the opponent cleanly and 
pinning him or mastering him by 
applying pressure to arm joints or 
to the neck. Judoists generally try 
to use the opponent's force to 
their own advantage instead of 
opposing it directly. A ritual of 
courtesy in practice is intended to 

g romote calm, readiness and con- 
den ce. 

Most countries have judo asso¬ 
ciations affiliat ed to the Interna¬ 
tional Judo Federation headquar¬ 
tered in Paris. In 1989, some see 
the sport at a crossroads, with a 
choice between adapting to the 
public's taste so that competitions 
become more of a media event 
and attract more sponsors, or 
relaining all its traditions, what¬ 
ever the cost in terms of public 
support. 

Still, Canu is now the hero of 
hundreds of. thousands of school¬ 
children who practice judo in 
France, where the sport has be-' 
come increasingly popular over 
the past 30 years. Every small 
town has a judo dub, and an 
estimated 700,000 people practice 
regularly. 

Canu, whose poise and deft¬ 
ness make him look considerably 
more nimble than his 86 kilog¬ 
rammes would seem to allow, 
started out at age 9, like many of 
his schoolmates in the provincial 
town of Alcncon, north of Paris. 
“I was a bit hyper as a child, so 
my parents thought • that judo 


wonld be jusr the sport to channel 

my excess energy,” be recalled 

during a recent interview in Paris. 

“I soon took a liking a judo,” 
Canu said, “because it is a com¬ 
bat sport that has a very precise 
rules. Children love to fight and 
rofl around on the floor, and they 
also like the fact that there are 
rules.*’ 

Early commitment 

Although be was committed to 
judo at an early age and soon 
distinguished himself in local 
competitions, Canu also played 
soccer, and at age 14 he was 
noted as a promising player. 
Looking at some soccer pals who. 
at the tender age of 16 were 
already being paid to play as 
semiprofessionals, Canu feared 
that he would also succumb to the 
lure of money: “The time came 
when I had to choose between 
soccer and judo. I had already 
reached a good level in judo and 
in a way I was a little scared of the 
professional and money-spinning 
side of soccer. The fact that some 
of my soccer friends had become 
completely dependent and finan¬ 
cially supported at an early age 
put me off. I felt safer in judo 
because there isn’t much money 
involved. It is a healthy sporting 
climate, a good school of Hfe.” 

When the French Judo Federa¬ 
tion picked him for the national 
team at age 18. Canu went to 
Paris, where he was housed and 
subsidised by the federation. 
“However,” he pointed out, “I 
continued to study and earned 
the diplomas required to become 
a physical education teacher; I 
wanted to be able to earn a 
living.” 

But life changed a great deal 
after Canu won the world cham¬ 
pionship and was reconfirmed as 
European champion in May 1988. 
He became one of the first com¬ 
petition-level judo fighters to 
catch the attention of commercial 
sponsors. Weary of image prob¬ 
lems caused by financial scandals 
in soccer and drug use in cycling 
— two major French sports — in 
recent years, organisers of sports 
events and sponsors have looked 
to other, perhaps less known 
sports such as judo and fencing 
which the public sees as “clean.” 

Encouraged by the media 
attention that Canu attracted, 
several companies approached 
him and he was able to choose the 
offers that best suited his ambi¬ 
tions and life style. He opted for 
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The Associated Press 


■NEW YORK ~ The Alaska oil 
laf sp£H, a wave of beach pollution 
IXwV summer and reports of a 
global wanning trend have 
. _ tpmnped new tife into the U.S. 
J environmental movement, which 

; uyiufi , ii reapmg a bitter windfall with 
?■ .-w : . each new catastrophe. 

' t " ■ Officials of some of the na- 

i. ‘‘TO lion’s leading conservation 
J groups say they have been inun- 
h's ' 3 *M* TO* donations and new 
ine tte £ . meinbejfc during the past year or 
J* jgtf/sb, especially after the March 24 
nearly 42 million liters 
■* " boqi the. oil tanker Exxon 
’ n a^f:. VakI«. 

' Although environmemalists m- 
w ast they airn’t gloating over Ex- 
^ an's misfortune, they can’t hide 
a sense of vindication . 

I . ’“This spill has just really pre- 
: sented an opportunity,” said Lee 
iiXd&j; Reis, - a national wildlife 
if-fateatiofr spokeswoman. “You 
f haferd say, ‘We told you so,‘but 
it’s aj% to make a point." 
-..The federation, the nation’s 
largest mivironmemal group, has 
~iifl ■ ^ added 70fr,000 members during 
TV-; ~ the past" year, bringing mem- 
1 ' " bershipio more than 3.8 million, 

■■ • v yAlthough tire organisation can- 
in v?H not say how many members were 
Kfei SH'- -added m'Response to the Alaska 
3 afl h fipHi-it stipes-kpow that donors 
have contributed $400,000 to an 
' Afcaska ftnjd established after the 
. -disaster^ she said. • 

If : 7 '; R^ saa part of the fond will 

bemused to pay for research into 
The effecJs x« the h)£D and for 
\ lobbying ag^Snst oflctrilling in the 
Arcoc natuaial wildlife refuge. 

1 The federation is among sever- 

. al groups.fiiat totrfc advantage of 
. the spifl to scad out direct mail 
appeals for emuributions. One 
T.,' i '' such iaaifiiig seat out by the 
’fi’i ?*.- defeodfecs" of wildlife was the 
. organisation's most successful 
h ‘ Jgf; evcr. wSxadmg to Carol Waite; 

ctfr *he grbup’s- development 
% directed.. . x 

MfP'. t Defenders of wikffife, which 
i=£ has= members, received 

response ^to its plea, 
Waite said. One woman sent in, 
3 -He msoBate^ffibont $1,000 in Ex- 

t : ■’: “^titu^hat'Was just indicative 

are over this 
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member wilderness society, 
hasn’t sent out an appeal for 
. contributions related to the spill 
but has received about $50,000 in 
unsolicited funds, said Rebecca 
Wodder, Vice-President for 
membership and development. 

Other groups, such as the 
National Audubon Society, said 
it was too early to assess the 
impact of the oil spill on mem¬ 
bership or contributions. Howev¬ 
er, Audubon spokesman Robert 
Sangeorge said the spill clearly 
would help. 

Paradox 

■ “We're in the ironic situation 
where possibly the nation’s 
greatest environmental catas¬ 
trophe ever is causing this in¬ 
creased interest in environmental 
organisations,” Sangeorge said. 
“It's a paradox.” 

He and other conservationists 
stressed that the upswing in sym¬ 
pathy for environmental causes 
began well before the spill. Most 
dated it to last year, when U.S. 
beaches were awash in pollution 
and a heat wave gave rise to 
concerns about global wanning, 
which has been tied to air pollu¬ 
tion. 

Greenpeace estimates that it 
has been adding members at a 
rate of 50,000 a month since 
autumn and now has 1.35 million 
members. The wilderness society 
figures its growth rate has doubl- 
ked during the past year to about 
8,000 to 10,000 new members a 
month. 

Contributions to the national 
Audubon society were up 50 per 
cent over the past year; 
San george said. Although mem¬ 
bership was up only slightly, to 
about 575.000. Sangeorge said 
that is because the organisation 
has been in a “no-growth mode” 
and hasn’t been soliciting new i 
members. 

Fred Krupp, executive director, 
of the Environmental Defence 
Fund, said the ofi spill “has been 
an important event in a series of 
important events that have 
heightened public interest.” . 

But Krupp and some of bis 
colleagues are wary of the appa¬ 
rent change in attitude. 

“The fundamental lesson of 
environmental politics is that the 

public’s interest in gains doesn’t 
always translate into workable 
solutions,” Krupp said! ' 


Outstanding 
Career Opportunities 
in Saudi Arabia 

WE ARE A LEADING MANUFACTURING GROUP WITH 
MULTI-PLANT LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE KINGDOM OF 
SAUDI ARABIA OUR AGGRESSIVE EXPANSION PROGRAM IN 
THE MARKET AND THE OPERATION OF NEW FACILITIES HAVE 
CREATED THE NEED FOR THE FOLLOWING EXCELLENT 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES: 

DIRECTOR- FINANCE A PLANNING. DFP 

• Holder of a MBA or CPA plus ten years of progressive financial experience at 
corporate level. 

• Experienced in ail facets of finance and accounting with emphasis on establishing 
financial systems and controls in the change over from manual to E.D.P. systems, 
financial and management analysis reporting. 

• Familiar with international finance and bank relations, internal auditing, cost 
accounting, capital financing, consolidations and treasury functions. 

PLANT FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGERS ■ PFA 

• Advanced degree in accounting coupled with 5-7 years experience in 
' manufacturing environment. 

• Experienced in cost accounting systems, financial planning and reporting, 
budgeting, forecasting. 

• Familiar with computerized accounting and administration systems. 

COST ACCOUNTANTS ■ CA 

Accounting degree coupled with 3-5 years factory experience. Strong knowledge of 
machine manning and standards, material management and cost control. 

CHIEF INTERNAL AUDITOR. CIR 

• University degree in accounting coupled with 3-5 years experience in 
intemal/extemal audits procedures preferably with international audit firms, as well 
as ability to use personal computers. Successful candidates will work closely with 
our group internal audit department. 

ALL POSITIONS REQUIRE 

HIGH FLUENCY IN ARABIC & ENGLISH 

Excellent compensation package including housing, medical coverage, airline tickets 
and career growth opportunity provided for the right candidates. If you qualify, please 
write with details , of experience and submit a recent photo to: 


Use position ref. 
on your application 
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P.O. Box 3068 (Tel. 641861) 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


the bank Credit Lyonnais, which 

hired him as a representative in 
its communications department. 

“Companies, especially banks, 
started to hire sports personalities 
about five years ago with the idea 
of promoting a new dynamic im¬ 
age,” Canu explained. “Internal¬ 
ly, the presence of a sportsman in 
the company develops the notion 
of competitiveness among the 
employees. They follow the de¬ 
velopment of ’their' champion 
and he serves as an example." 

Canu’s contract with the Credit 
Lyonnais, which provides him- 
with an executive-level salary, 
allows him to work part-time in 
the company and devote the rest 
of his time to traimng. He finds 
the arrangement very satisfac¬ 
tory. “I’ve reached a sufficient 
level in judo to become a top- 
level trainer or instructor, but I 
was glad for an opportunity to see 
what tife is like outside the sport¬ 
ing world. After 10 years in the 
training room, this gave me a 
chance to see what it is tike to sit 
behind a desk. 1 wanted some 
other experience before I decided 
whether to stay in sport or not,” 
he pointed out. 


with companies interested in his 
rugged good looks: The designer 
Paco Rabanne provides him with 
tailored suits and blazers: while 
Newman, a casual-wear clothing 
company that sponsors the judo 
federation, gives him some of its 
everyday line of dothes. The 
sporting goods manufacturer 
Adidas supplies his training shoes 
and other equipment. Canu said 
he may also sign one-time con¬ 
tracts with other manufacturers, 
such as Ford Motor Company. 

Canu enjoys the perks, but he 
noted that they are modest com¬ 
pared with the contracts offered 
to tennis stars, for example. 
Although judo competition is be¬ 
coming more of a media event, it 
has not yet captured widespread 
coverage, he added. 

The nature of the sport may be 
part of the reason, he said: In 
competitions, both fighters are 
dressed in identical white kimo¬ 
nos; the contest lasts for five 
minutes,and the competitors 
score points according to the pre¬ 
cision and mastery of the techni¬ 
ques used to pin the opponent’s 
shoulders to the floor for at least 
30 seconds; the rules are very 


Most countries have judo associations affiliated to 
the International Jndo Federation headquartered in 
Paris. La 1989, some see the sport at a crossroads, 
with a choice between adapting to the public’s taste 
so that competitions become more of a media event 
and attract more sponsors, or retaining all its 
traditions. 


His activities in the bank are 
related to sport, however. Canu 
is responsible for contact with 
other sports federations, such as 
golf, which Credit Lyonnais sup¬ 
ports and sponsors. In the 18 
months he has been with the 
bank, Canu has learned bow to 
organise sponsoring, to draw up 
contracts and to deal with people 
at all levels. But, he stresses, “my 
first job is judo. If I am successful 
I will be talked about, and so will 
Credit Lyonnais. So sport comes 
first, but it is equally important 
for me to gain experience and 
training in the business world; it’s 
a plus that could open opportuni¬ 
ties for me in the future.” Some 
350 French athletes are currently 
employed by public sector and 
private companies, which give 
young men and women a chance 
to enter business once their sports 
careers are over. 

Cann has also done business 


strict and are steeped in Japanese 
tradition, so much so that scores 
are announced in Japanese. All 
of which makes it difficult to keep 
the attention of the non-initiated. 

According to Canu, a few 
minor changes could give a whole 
new media image to the sport. 
“For example, coloured kimonos 
(loose jacket and trousers tradi¬ 
tionally made of white cotton) 
could be introduced so more peo¬ 
ple can understand who is who, 
and Japanese could also be drop¬ 
ped for a dearer method of scor¬ 
ing,” he said, adding that he also 
favours “discreet” advertising 
logos on the fighters' kimonos to 
encourage commercial spon¬ 
sorship. 

Such ideas are heresy to the 
purists and they have caused, 
fierce debate among judo author¬ 
ities. The Japanese, in particular, 
insist on maintainin g tradition. 
Says Canu: “AD sports should 


evolve, otherwise chances are 
they will die out.” 

Meanwhile, Canu continues to 
train for the next world cham¬ 
pionship to be held in October in 
Yugoslavia. Many of the challen¬ 
gers to his title, including several 
of his own countrymen, were 
present at a recent Paris tourna¬ 
ment held in February and where 
Canu came second. Some obser¬ 
vers thought his performance 
laboured and lacking in his usual 
panache. “One can’t be in top 
form all year round,” the cham¬ 
pion commented philosophically. 
”1 am concentrating on the end of 
the season world championship.” 

1992 Olympics 

Canu also has his sights set on 
the 1992 Olympics to be held in 
Albertville, France, where he 
wants to make up for his dis¬ 
appointing performance in the 
1988 Seoul games. He was ranked 
No. 1 for the games but was felled 
by the flu five days before. “I 
couldn’t be treated properly be¬ 
cause of the anti-drug tests, and 
the result was I went into the 
games with a terrible cold and a 
fever. I could barely stand up,” 
be recalled. Cany came away with 
a fifth place ranking, leaving his 
countryman Marc Alexandre to 
pick up the gold. 

With interest in judo spreading 
East, the sport is now practiced 
around the globe. Japan, where 
the sport originated, has tradi¬ 
tionally provided top champions 
and instructors, but neighbouring 
Asian countries such as the two 
Koreas have recently fielded 
leading judo fighters. The sport’s 
popularity has risen most drama¬ 
tically in Latin America and the 
United States, troth of which are 
relative newcomers. African and 
Arab countries are also beginning 
to produce top-flight judoists. 

One advantage of practising 
judo is that it’s fairly inexpensive, 
Canu said. The only equipment 
needed is a special floor mat and 
a kimono. The latter costs be¬ 
tween $50 and $100. “Countries 
that are new to the sport simply 
send a small group of their best 
fighters to train in Japan, France 
or the USSR and trey can reach 
international level without spend¬ 
ing much,” Canu added. As a 
result the competition is getting 
tougher everyday and he admits 
that he is going to have to work 
“work very hard” to retain bis 
title. (World News Link). 


KEY POSITIONS 
IN SAUDI ARABIA 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES TO JOIN A 
MAJOR GROWING INDUSTRIAL GROUP 
IN SAUDI ARABIA 

WE ARE A LEADING MANUFACTURER OF PACKAGING 
MATERIALS IN SAUDI ARABIA AND WE HAVE THESE 
EXCELLENT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF MOTIVATED, 
RESULT-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS. 

EPP MANAGER. EDP 

6 years experience as a System Analyst, 2 as a Manager - IBM 36 and RPG-II 
environment. Must be experienced in manufacturing systems, transition from manual to 
EDP, software modification, hands on programming, business degree coupled with 
computer science is required. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
TO THE PRESIDENT/CEO ■ PA 

B.A. Finance, preferably MBA or equivalent with minimum of 3 years experience in a 
similar capacity. Has sophisticated administrative skills in organising communications, 
maintaining office systems and procedures of the president/CEO. Able to draft routine 
correspondence and handle both business and personal details of the president/CEO 
as requested. Highlighting/abstracting reading material to the president/CEO. Can 
supervise the office executive secretaries. Must interface effectively with the group 
directors and general managers. 

PLANT SALES & MARKETING MANAGERS ■ P.M. 

Degree in Marketing with 10 years experience in sales and marketing functions, 3 at the 
managerial level industrial or consumer product sales, preferably in the packaging 
industry. 

ALL POSITIONS REQUIRE 

HIGH FLUENCY IN ARABIC & ENGLISH. 

Excellent compensation package including housing, medical coverage, airline tickets 
and career growth opportunity provided for the right candidates. If you qualify, please 
write with details of experience and- submit a recent photo to: 
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Analysts expect OPEC to raise 
oil production ceiling next month 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — Gulf oil producers, two 
of them desperate for foreign exchange, look set to 
push for an increase in OPEC’s production ceiling 
when ministers next meet in June, according to ofl 
industry analysts in the region. 


But some producers may not 
be happy with the way the extra 
quotas are shared out. 

The six OPEC Gulf producers 
— Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
Iran. Iraq and Qatar — account 
for two-thirds of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries (OPEC) current output ceil¬ 
ing of 18.5 million barrels per day 
(b/d). 

“It seems there will be a one 
million or 1.5 million h/d increase 
in the OPEC output ceiling as 
Gulf producers look as if they 
agree on it," one Industry analyst 
said. 

The analysts said the six Gulf 
producers had differing reasons 
for seeking higher quotas when 
OPEC oil ministers meet in Vien¬ 
na on June 5 to review the output 
ceiling. 

Iran and Iraq, both rebuilding 
after their ceasefire in the eight- 
year Gulf war, badly need foreign 
exchange and one analyst said 
both would welcome any quota 
increase. 

Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) are each de¬ 
manding an increase of at least 
half-a-million b/d in their indi¬ 
vidual quotas, arguing that their 
current quotas — 1.037 million 
and 988,000 b/d — are too small 
compared with their reserves. 

. Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest crude oil exporter, 
apparently believes that demand 
has picked up to the point where 
the output ceiling can be relaxed 
without depressing prices. 

Some analysts said Kuwait and 


the UAE might be frustrated if 
the rise in OPEC ceiling is shared 
in proportion to current alloca¬ 
tions. 

According to a Reuters survey, 
Kuwait produced 1.6 million b/d 
and the UAE 1.5 million b/d in 
April, but one analyst said: 

“Even if Kuwait and the UAE 
are not satisfied and continue to 
produce higher than their limits, 
they will not wreck the prices as 
the market got used to some extra 
supply horn the Gulf.'' 

Saudi Arabia has also proposed 
that OPEC ministers should dis¬ 
cuss scrapping its $18 per barrel 
target price and replacing it with 
a $15 floor price. 

“Saudi Arabia wants to make 
sure oil prices remain at $15 to 
S20 margin in the medium-run," 
a Gulf oil analyst said. 

“They (the Saudis) think $18 
should not be an upper limit if the 
market forces push it higher and 
they want the (OPEC) secretary 
general to call a price committee 
meeting every time prices drop 
below $15, one oil source said. 

"They think the current (oil) 
demand may accommodate a rise 
(in ceiling) without depressing 
prices," another said. 

But analysts said the $15 per 
barrel proposal might draw critic¬ 
ism from some OPEC members 
like Libya,- Algeria and even 
Iran, which traditionally aim for 
high prices due to their limited 
reserves and production capacity. 

Iraq, which has had little 
choice but to respect its OPEC 
quota of 2.640 million b/d be¬ 
cause of constraints on its ability 


to ship out its oil, has said it will 
resume oil exports from the Gulf 
days before the June 5 me ting. 

Iran, which has the ime 
OPEC allocation as its Gulf war 
foe, is already producing to 
capacity at around 2.9 million Vd 
according to a Reuter surve / and 
industry sources said it would 
probably like to see its quota 
raised to around those levels. 

Lukman gives opinion 

OPEC's president wis last 
week quoted as saying an in¬ 
crease in OPEC output is needed 
if member states wanted a $18 
per barrel price through 1. 89. 

"If we wish to maintain the 
current level until the end of ’be 
year, then we must increasi.- be 
production quotas," said RiT : :m 
Lukman in an interview ■_-L-b- 
lisbed in the Saudi Arabian w ~ek- 
ly magazine A1 Yamaraah. 

“We want a moderate a-**J gra¬ 
dual increase in price- ' 
sudden one, and we . 

have to study the mark-.- 
cide on the best produc.: 
for the second half of t- • 
he said. 

Lukman said that * 

should have a “moving 
which it can raise or 1c .to 
maintain the price levc.s it 
sought. 

But he also noted that in case 
output had to be considerably 
hiked, it would only be the OPEC 
member states with high reserves 
and production capability that 
could accommodate sucb de¬ 
mand. He listed in this respect 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates, Iraq and 
Iran. 

It was not a question of being a 
“swing producer” — that is one 
that balances the supply on the 
market in light of demand — said 


Lukman. 

Producers outside the group 
could barm the OPEC price sys¬ 
tem if they did not cooperate on 
output levels, he said. 

“We definitely need assurances 
from them that they will cooper¬ 
ate with us and work together 
with us, not doing anything that 
would harm the market,” he 
added. 

Kuwait flavours stability of 
prices at current levels 

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali Ai 
Khalifa AI Sabah said that 
Kuwait favours stabilising world 
oil prices ai current levels to 
assure long-term demand. 

AI Sabah told reporters Kuwait 
does not favour a price increase 
at this time. 

“We don't want to reduce 
prices, but we don’t want prices 
to increase. Not because we don't 
want the additional revenue — 
we all need ^very additional dol¬ 
lar we can get our hands on," 
Sabah said. 

“But we want something that 
can be continued well into the 
future, and this can only be done 
through stable prices that would 
encourage demand,” he said. 

Sabah said that, in his opinion, 
prices should remain “at the cur¬ 
rent level." 

Asked if this could mean an 
increase in production quotas by 
OPEC, Sabah said: “I think we 
will be discussing that in Vienna, 
and it would be unwise to pre¬ 
empt our discussions there.” 

The Petroleum Intelligence 
Weekly, an industry newsletter, 
has reported that Kuwait was 
ready to flood the market if 
OPEC did not grant an increase 
to the country’s current output 
level of 1.037 million barrels per 
day for the first half of 1989. 


Study shows higher military spending 

Biggest Japanese budget takes effect 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s 60.41 
trillion-yen ($431.5 billion) 
national budget took effect Sun¬ 
day, with defence spending and 
development aid showing the 
largest gains. * 

Total government spending for 
the fiscal year which began April 
1 increased 6.6 per cent, the 
largest rise since a 9.9 per cent 
jump in 1981. 

Passage of the budget bad been 
delayed by an opposition boycott 
in parliament linked to the* Re¬ 
cruit bribery scandal. 

Funding for official develop- 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


ment assistance rose 6.7 per cent 
to 755.7 billion yen ($5.4 billion), 
while defence spending increased 
5.9 per cent to 3.9 trillion yen 
($27.8 billion). 

The foreign ministry has said 
an additional $5 - billion in de¬ 
velopment assistance will be pro¬ 
vided by the fiscal loan and in¬ 
vestment programme, bringing 
the total amount of aid to be 
provided in fiscal 1989 to more 
than $10 billion. The amount is 
likely to make Japan the world's 
largest aid donor. 

Japan extended 1.1 trillion yen 
($7.9 billion) in development aid 
in fiscal 1988, up 58.9 per cent 
from the previous year. 

Japan announced last June that 
it would double its official de¬ 
velopment assistance to more 
than $50 billion during the five- 
year period ending in 1992 in a 
bid to promote Japan's interna¬ 
tional contribution as an econo¬ 
mic power. 

Fiscal 1989 is the fourth year in 
Japan’s five-year defence buildup 
plan, which involves a local of 
18.4 trillion yen ($131.4 billion). 
The plan calls for the 240,000- 
member self-defence forces to be 
able to repulse a “limited, small- 
scale" foreign attack. 

“Japan's defence spending 
ranks sixth in the world if calcu- 



WANTED 

Four-bed furnished villa. Garden, private loca¬ 
tion/essential. Areas: Shmeisani, Abdoun, 
Sweifiah. 

Contact: Terry: Office (686818), Res. 
(661272). 


TO LET 

1. Fully furnished ground floor apt. (house club) of 3 bedrooms - 
Danish kitchen - marvellous garden in Um Uthayna — Green 
Valley Market. 

2. Fully furnished penthouse of 2 bedrooms, 2 balconies + 
large terrace in Sweifiyeh. 

3. Fully furnished ground floor apt. of 2 bedrooms + garden in 
the 7th Circle area. 

All these premises have telephone lines & number + indepen¬ 
dent utilities of W & E 9 central heating. 

Fore more information call Tel. No. 817960 from 10 a.m. 

- 10 p.m. everyday. 


lated excluding pensions and 
other expenditures, as the gov¬ 
ernment does. If measured in 
absolute terms, as is done by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa¬ 
tion, the spending would place 
third, next to the United States 
and the Soviet Union,” said Pro¬ 
fessor Tomohisa Sakanaka of 
Aoyama Gakuin University. 

In a recent defence report, the 
government said the five-year de¬ 
fence plan should be fully im¬ 
plemented despite a recent warm¬ 
ing in East-West relations. 

It said Japan would mainatain 
its policy of not possessing nuc¬ 
lear weapons, not producing 
them, and not permitting their 
introduction into Japan. 

In fiscal 1988, Japan's defence 
budget totalled 3.7 trillion yen 
($26.4 billion), or 1.013 per cent 
of Japan's gross national product 
(GNP) thus ending the nation's 
11-year-old policy of limiting de¬ 
fence spending to less than one 
per cent of GNP. 

Military spending is a sensitive 
issue in Japan. Its constitution, 
written by U.S. occupation forces 
following Japan's defeat in World 
War n, renounces war and the 
use of force to settle international 
disputes. 

Under U.S. pressure to play a 
larger military role, the govern¬ 
ment scrapped the self-imposed 
one per cent ceiling in 1987, in a 
victory for advocates of higher 
defence spending. 

Meanwhile, military spending 
in Western countries grew faster 
than their economies as a whole 
in the first half of the 1980s, 
according to a study based on 


U.S. statistics. 

it was done by Michael Renner 
of West Germany for Worl- 
dwatch Institute, a Washington 
body financed by private founda¬ 
tions and United Nations. 

The study says the information 
is based on a handbook of statis¬ 
tics issued by the CIA and a 
booklet of the U.S. Anns Control 
and Disarmament Agency called 
“World Military Expenditures 
and Arms Transfers." 

A table shows that, after a drop 
in the 1970s, military spending 
between 1980 and 1985 grew by 
an average of 5.7 per cent a year 
in the Western industrial coun¬ 
tries. Their gross national pro¬ 
ducts, meanwhile, grew by an 
average 2.2 per cent annually. 

In the “centrally planned eco¬ 
nomies” — that is, countries 
under communist role — the total 
growth was an average 1.7 per 
cent and military spending grew 
even more slowly, at an average 
of 1.3 per cent. 

The same pattern is reported 
for Third World countries, in 
which China is included: Total 
average growth of 3.1 per cent, 
and average growth of military 
spending 2.1 per cent. 

However, the study cautions 
that “estimates for centrally plan¬ 
ned economies are likely to have 
a wide margin of error.” 

For the Third World, it quotes 
figures from the World Bank to 
show that 20 out of 36 countries 
increased the amount of produc¬ 
tion they devoted to military pro¬ 
duction between 1972 and 1986. 



WANTED 

“Wanted marketing manager for a leading food¬ 
stuff company in UAE. Challenging position. 
Good experience and knowledge of consumer 
products is essential. 

Kindly fax resume to the General Mana¬ 
ger, (9716) 525728, Shariah, U.A.E.” 


FOR SALE 

1987 Mitsubishi Lancer GLX. 9,700 km. AC/ 
Auto/AM/FM cassette.. Duty unpaid. 

Asking - JD 2,500. 

Call 643361 Monday to Thursday 


REQUIRED 

An efficient site male secretary for receiving, 
issuing and copying mail and capable of urgent 
typing. 

To those interested please apply to P.O. 
Box 7245, Amman - Jordan. 


FOR SALE 


Mazda 929 GLX 1988, 5 speed, Kuwaiti plate and 
valid residence. All accessories. 

Price after examination. 

Please call tel. 686636/672775. 
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ACDIMA shareholders begin meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) —The general assembly of the Arab Company for 
Drug Industries and Medical Appliances (ACDIMA) opened a 
meeting hers Sunday to review the company’s board's report on 
the past year’s activities, the general budget and other financial and 
administrative issues. In its two-day meetings, the general assembly 
will also plan the company’s programmes for 1989, and will appoint 
a comptroller general, according to ACDIMA's Director-General 
Muwaffaq Haddadin. ACDIMA, which was established in 1976, is 
owned by 16 Arab countries and according to Haddadin, the 
company which was set up by the Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) aims to set up and promote pharmaceutical industries in 
the Arab World. Since 1979, Jordan has served as the headquarters 
for ACDIMA which was established with a 60 million Kuwaiti 
dinar capital. The company's major purpose, according to ACDI¬ 
MA officials here, is to identify projects, prepare studies and 
organise investors in the establishment of pharmaceutical and 
medical appliance production plants all over the world. 

IDB extends credits to S. Yemen 

ABU DHABI (R) — The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) has 
made loans to South Yemen for a fanning project and to helpit to 
export oil and oil products, a United .Arab Emirates newspaper has 
reported. AI Khaleej quoted South Yemen Deputy‘Planning 
Minister Abdullah Said Abdan as saying the Saudi-based bank had 
agreed to lend $7.5 milli on towards the cost of the fanning project. 
It also agreed to lend 510 million to finance exports of crude and 
petroleum products for one and a half years, Abdan said. The 
bank, which has lent South Yemen a total of $50 million, promised 
to consider funding the reconstruction of areas damaged by floods 
in March and April. 


Ninety Nepalesefactories close 


KATMANDU (AP) — Ninety factories have dosed becanse ql- 
shortages of fuel and materials that Nepal imported 'from -tot 
through India before a trade treaty dispute between "the twbt 
countries, the government has said. Hie ministry of labour and' 
social welfare said the 7,126 workers employed at the .cjosed 
factories were still being paid. It added that other factories, stiH 
open, have asked the department of labour for peroisskm td b&t 
production and lay off workers. The factory dosing have resulted 
in losses so far of 11.9 million rupees (Nearly $500,006), the 
ministry said. Shortages of petroleum products have forced Nt ' 
to ration fuel. Katmandu residents bave.been using firewood 
cooking because gas is unavailable in the bazaars. - 


Israel plans tax cuts, liberalisation' ; 

TEL AVIV (R) — Finance Minister Shimon Peres pfoos.to cut 
taxes and liberalise Israel’s capital market as part of a new psr 
of measures to rescue the economy from aa 18-month stow 
Peres, who has devalued the shekel by_12 per cent against the, 
dollar largely to boost exports, said he would rKrt fuither deprecrate 
Israeli currency, as urged by some of: his aides. H£ told 
that the dollar’s surge had already increased tho profits onira 
Israel's exports. Peres said he planned to .cut. taxes for midcQ 
income groups, ease regulations on foreign capital for corporate 
loans and increase res^rch-and-ikvelopment investment. Whenf. 
he took over the finance portfolio in December, Peres drafted 
cost-cutting budget and austerity plan to spun economic growth, 
reduced to 1.6 per cent in 1988 largely Awf to the Palestinian 
uprising tn the occupied territories. - ~ 


Britons want higher wages 


LONDON (AP) — Britain has 
been hit by a rash of strikes in 
transport and broadcasting, re¬ 
calling the days before Margaret 
Thatcher when national walkouts 
helped bring down a Labour Par¬ 
ty government 

But experts say the scenario is 
very different from the “winter of 
discontent” of 1978-79 when pub¬ 
lic service workers paralysed 
much of the country. In May 1979 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch¬ 
er’s Conservative Party ousted 
the socialists on a wave of anti- 
union sentiment. 

Experts predict the strikes will 
get worse before they get better 
but that they will subside after a 
current round of wage negotia¬ 
tions. Although there are con¬ 
cerns the walkouts could lead to 
spiraling wages and prices, their 
impact will be limited by Thatch¬ 
er's union-curbing laws, they say. 

Repeated onenday strikes by 
subway workers and bus drivers 
have forced millions of London¬ 
ers to walk to work. The British 
Broadcasting Corp. has cancelled 
or cut live television and radio 
programmes because of periodic, 
brief walkouts by journalistV'and" 
technicians. 

there is no end in sight to these 
disputes over pay. 

Dockworkers are voting on 
whether to strike at Britain's 40 
ports over the government's plans 
to abolish a job-guarantee 
scheme. Other potential strikers 
include engineers and university 
and national health service work¬ 
ers. Private sector targets have 
included Jaguar PLC, the luxury 
auto maker. 


“When limes were very hard in 
the 1980s, we took a back seat,” 
said Jim Mowat, an official with 
the Transport and General Work¬ 
ers Union, Britain's largest 
union. 

“We took redundancies, 
layoffs, we negotiated wage de¬ 
creases. Now Mis. Thatcher is 
telling us that Britain’s economy 
is booming so we think, then, that 
we should be partial beneficiaries 
of that boom,” he noted. 

The strikes have been sparred 
by high wage demands stemming 
from resurging inflation and in¬ 
terest rates. 

Changes in work practices 
sought by new, tough managers 
to control costs and raise efficien¬ 
cy are also a factor, said John 
Kelly, a lecturer at the London 
School of Economics. 

However, relations between 
employers and workers have im¬ 
proved considerably in recent 
years, under 'Thatcher's free-mar- 
ket revolution. The introduction 
of egalitarian Japanese manage¬ 
ment techniques through inward 
investment has helped, experts 
said. -. ■ - ■■ 

^ Gavyn Dairies? ■economist I 
with Goldman Sachs Internation¬ 
al in London, said the economic 
effect of the renewed industrial 
strife "is much less because the 
economy has moved to be more 
service-oriented, more small 
firm-oriented and more female 
labour, and in each of those areas 
there is leas incidence of union 
membership." 

Rod Thomas, an official with 
the employers' Confederation of 
British Industry said: “Our view 


is that it is a short-lived priod of 
industrial disputes.... there is no 
widespread fear of an upswing in 

union militan cy.” 

Workers are demanding raises 
as high as IS percent, pointing to 
the rising inflation, which largely 
is blamed on a credit-fuelled con¬ 
sumer spending boom. April’s 8 
per cent annual inflation rate was 
more than double the 3.9 per cent 
rate a year earlier. - 

The government has tried to 
curb inflation by raising interest 
rates 10 times in the past year — 
from 7.5 per cent to 14 per cent. 
But the subsequent higher mort¬ 
gage rates have ~ boosted pay 
claims. 

Employees of . the soon-to-be- 
privatised electricity industry re¬ 
cently won a 9.2 per cent pay 
raise, higher than the inflation 
rate, averting a walkout. 

Pay increases haven't been 
matched by sufficient improve¬ 
ment, in productivity to offset 
their inflationary impact, eco¬ 
nomists said. 

Fierce competition might res¬ 
train companies from passing the 
higher wages on. to corn tuners by. 
rdisiag/prices? but, 'Kelly- said, 
“there must be limits as to how 
far companies can absorb pay- 
rises of say 10, 11 per cent." 

Mowat said: “We're on^ rising 
curve of expectancy and that’s 
cumulative, so as one group of 
employees successfully bargains 
for a wage rise that feels others' 
expectancy.” 

. It has been difficult for com¬ 
panies to reject wage demands as 
their profits have soared — they 
were up 12 per cent in 1988 and 




Margaret Hunter 

are expected to be healthy this 
year. 

In addition, many employers, 
particularly in the prosperous 
southeast, have difficulty recruit¬ 
ing labour. Britain's national un- 
■ employment rate has nearly 
halved to 6.5 per cent. 

\ The demographics aren't in the' 
employers’ favour, either. The 
lower birth rates of the 197Qs.are 
going to translate into fewer, 
workers in the 1990s. 

“Unions arena quite a strong 
bargaining position,” Kelly said. 

However, Thatcherwas curbed 
union power with laws'banning 
sympathy strikes and mass picket¬ 
ing and forcing secret ballots on 
whether to strike. 

Union membership has de¬ 
clined to 8.8 million from a peak 
of 12.2 million in 1979. Last year, 
3.02'million work days were lost 
to strikes, compared with 30 mil¬ 
lion in 1979. • 


Danish premier proposes big tax reform 


COPENHAGEN (R) — De¬ 
nmark's centre-right government, 
grappling with a sluggish eco¬ 
nomy and huge foreign debts, has 
proposed major reforms aimed at 
cutting direct taxes and making 
users pay more for social services. 

“A civilised society cannot live 
with a situation where the tax 
system forces citizens to pay 68 
per cent of the last crown they 
earn.” Prime Minister Poul 
Schhieter told a news conference 
in Christiansborg Palace's gilded 
mirror room. 


He said the changes would help 
revive the economy and help De¬ 
nmark meet challenges posed by 
development of the European 
Community's single market. 

Danes pay the highest personal 
income taxes in the European 
Community, and these, along 
with the 50 percent corporate tax 
rate, were major targets of the 
government's planned cuts. 

Company taxes would drop to 
35 per cent, and income taxes to 
between 45 and 52 per cent from 
the present 52 to 68 per cent. 


JOB VACANCY FOR 
BEAUTY CONSULTANT 

To work in a showroom marketing reputable beauty 
and skincare products in Amman. Applicants should 
preferably have a university degree and be> 
Fiuent in spoken and written English 
Presentable and enjoy impressive character 
* Previously experienced in the same field 
Qualified applicants only, please write with detailed 
C.V. and recent photo to: 

P.O. Box 7531 - Amman 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe apartment. 3rd floor with telephone in nice area 
near 4th Circle. Jabal Amman. Three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, two balconies, large salon and dining room. 

Please call Tel. 774457. 


SchJueter said. Purchase taxes 
would be slashed-ou petrol, ma¬ 
jor household appliances and 
items such as video tape recor¬ 
ders. 

The cuts, to be phased m over 
four years, would total some 40 
billion crowns ($5.3 billion) a 
year, Schlueter said. 

They would be financed by 
reductions in state and local au¬ 
thority Spending, lower unemploy¬ 
ment and health benefits, cuts in 
tax deductions and new or higher 
taxes on water supplies, cars and. 
motorway use. 

Schlueter acknowledged that 
his proposals would have to be 
negotiated with the opposition, in 
particular the Social Democrats 


who form the biggest party in the 
Folketing. ’ 

He appealed for flexibility in 
talks on the tax reforms and said 
he hoped for agreement by mid¬ 
autumn. 

There is general agreemeni 
that the economy is in trouble; 
with unemployment at 9.2 pei 
cent, payments on foreign debts 
of 300 billion crowns ($39.5 bil¬ 
lion) eating up export earnings, 
and an unproductive state sector 
that employs nearly one-third d 
Danish wage earners. 

But economists believe it will 
be hard for Schlueter’s three- 
party coahtion to posh its reforni 
bill through parliament without 
some sizeable concessions. ’* 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, May 28, 1989 
Central Bank official rales 


U.S. dollar 

Pound Sterling 
Deotscbctnarfc 


Swiss finnr 
French franc * 
Japanese yen (for 100 ) 
Dutch guilder: 
Swedish oxtwn 
Italian lira, (for 100} 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


240.7- 242.6 
80.6 - 81.2 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
. . ;.FOR RENT•• • 

2 bedrooms, 2 verandas, salon,-sitting/ dinift 
kitchen, separate central heating, ;solar heafe 
telephone. /T 


Porsche 9441985, with AC, leather. Factory Tilled spoliers 
and skirts, many extras, immaculate condition. 22,000 
km. Yellow plate. Duty unpaid. 

1987 BMW 316, 4 door, 5 speed, bronzebeige met. Only 
6,500 km. Duty paid, as new. 

Telephone 604087 to view 


Call, tel: B461.62 Amman 


LUXURY FURNISHED APARTMENT EOR i 
RENT •••• 

Shimeisani area, 220 nrf, 3 bedrooms/bathrpoms, bafcohY 
brand new. Azno kitchen,.dining joom andsitting^ra^ 
Remote controlled access to; garage parking: - 
Suitable for diplomatic: family or foreign .'company. 

For further details please .phone Robert Bevanv 
tel - 604087--- V — T - v ' 
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?§£Mo« tpellier a 

*EEUER (R) — French 
draftjS fiisTtifyisioii team. Montpellier 
icgrn*!i' 9?f- a remarkable transfer 
coop Sunday when they signed 
;.brflltont ycmn* strikers Eric Can- 
. tpna and Stephane Paille for next 
^season. 

• Cantona and Faille, who are 
great, friends, starred together in 
the Fiencb nnder-21 side which 
wcm -The European title last 
season. - 

. .Montpellier vice-president Ro- 
ge#Prouget said the two signed at 
i Ipecial ceremony at the dub at 
myriay Sunday. Paille joins on a 
fofeyear contract from Sochaux 
and-Ca intona will play for one 
year on loan from champions 
Marseille. Prooget would not re- 
vehl the fees involved. 

Montpellier will have the op¬ 
tion .later to- complete the foil 


toll rises 

Wednesday evening, Cbrobak 
Andrzej Marcmiak, 29, of 
Wojasaka. Polskiego, climbed 
foe 8,848-metre (29,028-foot) 
Everest through the steep west 
ndge. 

Three Japanese, one Yugoslav, 
a Spaniard and a sherpa guide 
have lost their lives during the 
present pre-monsoon climbing 
season, which began in March, on 
various Himalayan peaks. 

Chrobak was a leader of the 
19-member Polish-sponsored in¬ 
ternational Everest expedition, 
which consisted of 10 Poles, four 
Americans, three Mexicans, a 
Canadian and a Briton. 

Tourism ministry offidals said 
they believed only the Poles were 
at high altitudes on the mountain 
when foe avalanche occurred. 


r V 

W 


transfer of Cantona, the enfant 
terrible of French soccer who was 
barred from the national team 
this season for insulting former 
national trainer Henri Michel. 

He was suspended by Marseille 
for throwing his shirt at the re¬ 
feree in a charity game and was 
loaned out to Bordeaux. 

Cantona, 23, who can also play 
in midfield, has played five times 
for France, scoring on his debut 
against West Germany. 

Paille, who is the same age, has 
been a regular in the French side 
this season and has won eight 
caps. He is also the third-highest 
scorer in foe French League this 
season with 16 goals. 

Montpellier have already 
signed international striker 
Daniel Xuereb from Paris St. 
Germain for next season. 


li 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

£ 19U Tnoune M«m Sorvieu. Inc. 


SNIP THE.UNE 

Neither vulnerable. East deals. mond.ai 

NORTH the East 

* A 2 : could ex; 

1 9 X Q J >0 7 4 his partu 

■' J one and 

♦ 10 9 7 3 rake in < 

WEST EAST have Uni 

^ 9 6 4 ♦ K 10 8 3 game coi 

>'-9 6 5 3 ? * 2 There 

9 9 7 5 2 A 10 6 4 out the 1 

♦ Q * * AKS have toh 

SOUTH since tha 

: Q J.tf’Si.V the sing! 

VW-". .-i" • . hi 

•> K Q 83- ) the heart 

£7* J 6 4 2 East fc 

The bidding: complish 

East • South West North ace of di 

Pass pass 2 ” king of 

Pass! 3 NT Pass Pass counter. 

uFms*- . . Duckit 

. Opening lead: Two .of . help, sim 

* h is only'human to want to hold tinue wit! 

- on to what we have. But once in a ning the 

- while we have to sacrifice a little to wonderft 

gain-a lot. Here’s an example of rendered 

what we .mean.. gained fo 

:' With so imich-of his strength con- trade, hi 
' .centrated in diamonds and only a “Merrim 
t singleton heart,.South could not Yes, w 

take any action over fast’s opening two by E 
’iniVBth when North stretched a shiftfron 
JBufe.':lo show a hand of at least equally i 
opening-bid strength with an excel- have beet 
hid hart suit by his balancing jump mg the qt 
to rajo. hearts. South went right to defense v 
■ the game he expcacd to make. effective. 

-^-tWtscL Jed his idurth-best dia¬ 


mond, and it did mu take a genius in 
the East sea. to work out that he 
could expect little or nothing from 
his partner. And it was obvious to 
one and all that, if declarer were to 
rake in six heart tricks, he would 
have little difficulty in fulfilling his 
game contract. 

There was only one way to shut 
out the heart suit. Declarer would 
have to hold a singleton heart. And 
since that would almost surely be 
the singleton ace; dummy’s entry 
wfiiiUJ Have to Be'femoved'befbfe 1 
the hearts were freed. 

East found the surest way to ac¬ 
complish that. He shot up with the 
ace of diamonds and shifted to the 
king of spades! Declarer had no 
counter. 

Ducking the first spade would not 
help, since East would simply con¬ 
tinue with another spade; and win¬ 
ning the ace would maroon those 
wonderful hearts. East's play sur¬ 
rendered a trick in spades, but 
gained four in the other suits. In the 
trade, his play is known as the 
•’Merrimac Coup." 

Yes, we know a low club at trick 
two by East, followed by a spade 
shift from West, would have proved 
equally effective, but that would 
have been dependent on West hold¬ 
ing the queen of chibs. East’s actual 
defense was both prettier and more 
effective. 



glued on the hubcap to remind 
: you that spare tires belong 
on cars!" 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to eadisqusre. to farm 
.four ordinary words. 




THE ’‘TENSE'HE 
USEE? MOST 
FREQUENTIN' WHEN 
making SPEECHES, 


Now arrange the circled testers to 
form the surpriM answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 

ir W M/ S/ V > PI 


• - - . fc- *Ts - 

(Answers tomorrow^ 

V«^i| Funon TABOO COWARO B ASKET 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


British crackdown on soccer violence 

GLASGOW, Scotland (R) — More than 250 people were 
arrested in a police crackdown on violence at a soccer match 
between England and Scotland Saturday. Police said they made 
the arrests mainly around Glasgow's Hampden Park ground after 
receiving information that large groups of English fans were 
travelling to Scotland to cause trouble. “Our intelligence- 

f athering indicated this and the high number of arrests reflects the 
rm and positive policing." assistant chief constable John 
Dickson told reporters. He said many were arrested in clashes 
between rival groups of supporters as they walked to the stadium 
to see the match, which England won 2-0. English clubs were 
banned from Europe after a riot involving Liverpool supporters at 
Biussels' Hey set Stadium in 1985 caused 39 deaths. The Football 
Association is hoping clubs will be allowed to return to the 
continent within two years. But some European officials have 
expressed reservations about recurring violence at British 
grounds. 

Australian Walker wins 50-km World Cup 

HOSPITALET DE LLOBREGAT, Spain (AP) — Simon Baker 
of Australia Sunday won the 50-kilometre (31-mile) world 
race-walking championship in this town near Barcelona. The 
31-year-old Australian took the lead 24 kilometres (15 miles) 
from the start and led the other 131 entrants from 32 countries 
until be crossed the finish line alone. At one point in the 25-lap 
race around a 2-kilometre (3.2 mile) urban circuit, he held a lead 
of more than one-minute over his closest competitors from foe 
Soviet Union and Mexico. Baker won in 3:43:12, at an average 
speed of 12.01 kph (7.5 mph), followed by Soviets Andrei Perlov 
and Stanislay Vezhel and Mexico's Martin Bermudez. The Soviet 
Union team placed first in team standings. An estimated crowd of 
25,000 watched the race. Frank Kostiurevitch of the Soviet Union 
and Beate Anders of East Germany Saturday won the world 
race-walking championships for men and women. Kostiurevitch 
won the 20-kilometre (12.40-mile) event in a time of 1:20:21, 
followed by his countrymen Mikhail Schennikov in 1:20:34, and 
Eugeny Misiulia in 1:20:47. The Soviet Union was first in foe 
standings by teams with 295 points. Anders won the women's 
10-kilometre (6.2-mile) race in a time of 43:08, followed by Kerry 
Saxby, Australia, 43:12, and Deana Salvador, Italy, 43:24. 

Prost to make decision on future soon 

PARIS (R) — French driver Alain Prost, twice world champion, 
said in a radio interview Sunday that he would make a crucial 
decision on his motor racing future soon. Prost was speaking 
before Sunday's Formula One Grand Prix race in Mexico City 
where rumours are circulating that he may leave McLaren for 
another team or get out of Formula One altogether. “I have a lot 
of problems with concentration at the moment because I have not 
made up my mind 100 per cent," Prost said. "I need to make a 
decision soon. "1 have several choices and that is my big problem 
at the moment. I am still a little hesitant." McLaren boss Ron 
Dennis has asked Prost. who has won a record 35 Grands Prix, to 
make up his mind quickly in case he has to line up a replacement 
to join foe team alongside current world champion Ayrton Senna 
of Brazil. Austrian driver Gerhard Berger, at present with 
Ferrari, is widely tipped as the favourite to succeed prost at 
McLaren. The Frenchman has spent the last five years with foe 
British team, with whom he has won 26 of his Grand Prix victories 
and captured his two world tides in 1985 and 1986. Prost hinted 
that be was tending towards leaving McLaren. 
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mu.” HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pferson, Astrologer, Carroll Rlghter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Scattered interests and lack of con¬ 
versation affect the morning. By 
afternoon, folks will again be busy 
in a flurry of action. Unfinished 
work will be brought back on track, 
organized and ultimately finished. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 
Honesty is the best policy if you are 
asked to make excuses for someone 
called on the carpet. Focus on 
friendship. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} A 
romance may have run its course 
when you fail to feel what you need 
to fed. Evening hours favor con¬ 
templation of new ideas. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 211 Be 
certain of your facts when you ex¬ 
press opinions. Be aware of how 
others will digest whst you say. 
Avoid trying to steal the spotlight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jnl. 211 You may feel jealous stir¬ 
rings over the time your mate 
spends w-th friends. Diversify your 
own activities to relieve anxieLy. 

LEO (Jnl. 22 to Aug. 21) Someone 
with a cold shoulder will reverse his 
attitude and open up. Make an at¬ 
tempt to collect an old debL Wear 
your favorite clothing. 

VIRGO tAug. 22 toSept. 22) You 
become fatigued when you must do 


more than a fair share of the work. 
Prepare yourself for a better career. 
Lay plans for fall classes. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) You 
are in a stylish mood Use the exist¬ 
ing lucky, financial streak to advan¬ 
tage. Intellectual curiosity is 
stimulating, but needs a follow-up. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
What started as a halfhearted flir¬ 
tation is slowly wanning up. Point 
out to siblings thst school is a 
serious place. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Yon are walking around with 
ideas that can be profitable and 
rewarding. Use them. Reorganize 
household matters. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Complete the task of reshaping 
your home environment. Ignore the 
melodrama ties of an attention- 
seeking associate 

AQUARIUS (Jan, 21 to Feb. 19} 
If the only car you watch for is a 
patrol car. It is time to slow down. 
Your current cycle is energetic, 
hasty and possibly careless. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Here 
is a reminder: You write the book 
on love that someone dose has not 
read Pick out a mate who is recep¬ 
tive and shares your warmth. 


THE Daily Crossword Murray 


1 Sikorsky and 
St r avin sk y 
6 isinglass 
10 Entreat 

14 Musical place 

15 Coflar style 
IB Kingly title 


(Demise) 

18 Summit 
IB Inter — 

20 Residue 

21 Last 

24 Working ttma 
28 Boulder B.Q. 

27 Beatles' song 

28 Having tender 
sates 

33 InseneKIva 
35 Ctvti wrongs 
38 AKckuiado 

37 Bret’s 
expression 

38 Glowed 

39 Hairdo 

40 Tax DP- 

41 Santiago's 
tend 

42 Pays Into the 
pot 

43 Unnecessary 
45 Nanktag 

nanny 

48 Feme la ruff 
47 Grand 
50 PaM in cash 
55 Do gardentog 
50 Work In the 
laundry 

57 Nastaae 

58 Smells 

SO Highway part 

61 Locale 

62 Mr. Ariedge 


jmh aaMHaaa 


iaaw 


aaaMMaaMH an 


U19B9 TrtbuM imm SanicK, me. 
ABUgnii n—rad 


pot S Substantial 

Unnecessary 7 Yen 

Nanking 8 Antes 

nanny 8 Amusing story 

Ferns Is raff 10 Bible book 

Grand 11 Smafl brook 

Paid In cash 12 Solo 

Do gardeatog 13 Twelve mo nth 

Work in the 22 Fabric surface 

laundry 23 Truck stop 

Nastaae sign 

Smells 25 Artist 

Highway part Rockwell 

Locate 28 O e c ote o a 

Mr. Ariedge 2B Writer 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


64 Perty-gfver 
SS Joins 


nnnn nnnn rannno 
rinrani nnnn □□□□□ 
nnnn nnnn nnmo 
nnnnnnnnnnnnmn 
nnnnnn nnnn 

nnnn nnnnnn 
□no nonoo noon 
nnnnn non nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn non 
nnnnnn nnnn 

nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnrinaanaai 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
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Inter 

takes 

title 


Kersee wins at U.S. meet 


ROME (R) — Intemazionale 
Milan won the Italian soccer 
championship Sunday with a 2-1 
home victory over nearest rivals 
Napoli. 

A swerving free kick by Inter's 
West German midfielder Lothar 
Matthaus which found the net six 
minutes from time clinched the 
match and title. 

With four games remaining. 
Inter are nine points ahead of 
Napoli and uncatchable. 

Napoli's captain Diego Mara¬ 
dona returned from Argentina 
Saturday for the match, bringing 
with him his girl friend Claudia 
and their two daughters, the 
second born 10 days ago. 

But the man who led Argentina 
to the 1986 World Cup and 
guided to the UEFA Cup earlier 
this month was virtually marked 
out of the match by Giuseppe 
Baresi and failed to provide his 
magic touch. 

Inter, on 52, now aim to break 
the 55-point record for the high¬ 
est number of league points in a 
season. 

The fight for places in Europe 
next season characterised Sun¬ 
day's other games. With Inter, 
Napoli and AC Milan qualifying 
automatically, a total of seven 
Italian sides will play in the three 
Continental Club competitions. 

Sampdoria, runners-up in the 
Cup Winners' Cup, had a con¬ 
vincing 4-1 home win over Pes¬ 
cara to go level on points with 
Atlanta who lost 3-1 at Ascoli. 

Seventh-placed Fiorentina, 
who still look precarious in their 
chase for a UEFA Cup spot, 
fought a tight 1-1 draw at 
Juventus. 

Meanwhile AC Milan, sporting 
a severely depleted field after the 
European Cup final, could only 
manage a 1-1 draw at lowly 
Como. 


SAN JOSE, California (AP) — 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee, running 
the 400-meter hurdles competi¬ 
tively for only the second time 
since 1985, won the event with a 
late surge and Steve Scott took 
the 1,500-meter race for eighth 
straight year at the Bruce Jenner 
classic Saturday. 

Among other winners, Mike 
Powell joined the exclusive 28- 
foot (8.5-metre) club in the long 
jump, collegiate sensation Dawn 
Sowell bested Olympic 200-metre 
silver medalist Grace Jackson of 
Jamaica in the women's 100 and 
Kasuhiro Mizoguchi of Japan set 
the only meet record in the jave¬ 
lin, missing a world record by two 
inches (five centimetres). 

The meet, first of 17 on foe 
Grand Prix international circuit, 
also featured the return of the 
Cuban team to world-class com¬ 
petition following its boycott of 
the 1988 Olympics in Seoul. 


South Korea. 

Mizoguchi made the second- 
best javelin throw in history with 
a toss of 287 feet, 5 inches (87.4 
metres, 12.7 centimetres). Jan 
Zelezny of Czechoslovakia set 
the record of 287-7 in 1987. 

Mizoguchi, 29, a sporting 
goods store .employee from Osa¬ 
ka, benefit ted (Vom a tailwind in 
unleashing what he called a per¬ 
fect throw. It broke his own meet 
record, set two years ago, by 
nearly 12 feet (3.6 metres). 

“It I get good ground condi¬ 
tions and good weather, I can do 
better," Mizoguchi said through 
an interpreter. 

Joyner-Kersee was second in 
the 400-metre hurdles at the 1985 
U.S. college championships, but 
had only run the event once since 
then, last year, and had only one 
foil week of practice. 

Her inexperience showed: she 
took the second through ninth 


hurdles on the wrong foot before 
pulling away on the final turn. 

"This event is a challenge,” 
said Joyner-Kersee, who is still 
focused primarily on the sprints 
and long jump. “Mentally, it’ll 
make me tougher for the 80 
metres. And it keeps me strong." 

The double Olympic champion 
scratched from the tong jump 
after deciding she wasn't ready to 
compete in that event. 

Scott, 33, wasn't feeling confi¬ 
dent at the starting line despite 
his streak and his status as Amer¬ 
ica's premier miler. But he made 
a move with about a lap to go and 
held off Jeff Atkinson and 11m 
Hacker to win by less than a 
second in 3:39.33. 

“Once the race got going I did 
start to settle down and feel 
better,” Scott said. “You're not 
always feeling real up. You've 
just got to fight those negative 
thoughts." 


Bulls lead Pistons 2-1 


CHICAGO (AP) — Michael Jor¬ 
dan's short jumper with three 
seconds left capped a rally from a 
13-point deficit late in the game 
and gave the Chicago Bulls a 
99-97 victory over Detroit Satur¬ 
day for a 2-1 lead in the NBA 
Eastern Conference finals. 

Chicago trailed 90-77 with 6:18 
left before Jordan, who scored 17 
of his 46 points in foe final 
period, led the startling com¬ 
eback. 

He scored 10 during a three- 
minute span, and his drive with 
53 seconds left made it 97-95 
before Horace Grant tied it with 
two free throws with 28 seconds 
remaining after a foul by Dennis 
Rodman. 

Bill Lai m beer was called for an 
offensive foul with nine seconds 
left, setting up Jordan's game- 
winner for Chicago. He took an 
inbounds pass from Scottie Pip- 
pen and drove to the right of the 
basket before putting in a 
jumper. 

The Bulls, seeking their third 
straight upset in the playoffs. 


retained the homecourt advan¬ 
tage in foe series with Saturday's 
victory. Half of foe four remain¬ 
ing games of the best-of-7 series 
are scheduled for Chicago, start¬ 
ing Monday with game 4. 

Mark Aguirre led Detroit with 
25 points, while Vinnie Johnson 
had 19, including 11 in the fourth 
quarter. Bill Cartwright scored 15 
for the Bulls. 

The Bulls led 31-29 with 10:32 
left in the second quarter before 
Johnson's 3-point goal sparked a 
9-0 spurt that made it 38-31. 

After a Chicago free throw, a 
basket by Aguirre started a run in 
which he scored the next 11 
points for the Pistons as they 
extended their margin to 49-38 
with 2:25 left in the half. 

Three free throws by John 
Long completed foe 27-11 run 
and gave the Pistons a 56-42 
advantage. During the Detroit 
Spurt, Qticago had only two field 
goals in 10:13. 

The Bulls closed the gap to 
56-45 at halftime on a three-point 
plan by Jordan with 18 seconds 


Chicago, which finished 16 
games behind Detroit during the 
regular season, got as close as 
seven points twice in the third 
quarter, foe second time at 64-57 
on a drive by Jordan with 6:23 
remaining. 

The Pistons, who got eight 
rebounds from Rodman in the 
quarter, went on to lead 77-66 at 
the end of the third period 
Aguirre, who managed only 22 
points in the first two games, had 
seven in a span of 1:16 to help the 
Pistons take a 19-11 lead. But 
Jordan, who scored 13 of Chica¬ 
go’s first 19 points, responded 
with six during an 8-1 spurt that 
got the Bulls within one. 

Detroit, which beat foe Bulls in 
six straight games during the reg¬ 
ular season, is seeking to make 
the National Basketball Associa¬ 
tion finals for the second straight 
season. The Pistons failed to 
reach the championship series for 
30 years after the franchise left 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


Soviet hockey struggle continues 


NEW YORK (AP) — Contracts 
with a U.S. promoter were dec¬ 
larations of independence for five 
of the Soviet Union’s best hockey 
players, their agent said 
Saturday. 

Mark Malkovich. director of 
the Newport Music Festival, said 
the players' decisions to sign with 
him had. nothing to do with 
money, but rather were evidence 
of "their passionately believing in 
civil liberties." 

The players’ refusal to negoti¬ 
ate through the Soviet Ice Hock¬ 
ey Federation apparently has 
jeopardised their chances of leav¬ 
ing the Soviet Union. 

But one of the players, Igor 
Larionov, “said he would rather 
never play hockey again than to 
work under that system,” Malko¬ 
vich said. 

Malkovich, who said he negoti¬ 
ated the contracts while visiting 
foe Soviet Union, has repre¬ 
sented Soviet violinist Dimitry 
Sitkovetsky and his mother, pian¬ 
ist Bella Davidovich. 

He said that while in the Soviet 
Union, he was questioned about 
why a music impresario would 
want to represent hockey players. 

“I said, ‘very simple, they're 
great artists.' And I don’t see any 


big difference between artists 
whether they're musicians or bal¬ 
let dancers or hockey players," 
he said. 

Two of the players, Larionov 
and star defenceman Vyacheslav 
Fetisov, actually signed agree¬ 
ments secretly with him last 
February, and the other three — 
forwards Vladimir Krutov and 
Sergei Makarov, and goaltender 
Aleksandr Tyschnich — signed 
last Tuesday in Moscow, Malko¬ 
vich said. Malkovich returned to 
the United States on Wednesday. 

"On Monday, Festisov got a 
call from the federation saying 
they all must meet on Tuesday at 
11 o’clock," Malkovich said by 
telephone from his Newport, 
Rhode Island, home. "I told 
them, ‘I will not stand in your 
way. I will tear up your con¬ 
tracts." ...I was prepared to tear 
up their contracts because I didn't 
want to jeopardise their chances 
of coming to America. 

“Instead, to my great surprise, 
these guys in unison said, "we 
will not do that. We will not work 
with them. It’s not a matter of 
money, even if they give us 90 per 
cent. We want to work with you." 

“The next morning, Makarov 
went to see what their offer was. 


and the others boycotted and 
stayed with me,” Malkovich said. 

Krutov, Larionov and Makarov 
make up foe famous K-L-M Line. 
The New Jersey Devils have own¬ 
ed Fetisov’s National Hockey 
League draft rights since 1983. 
Larionov was drafted by Van¬ 
couver in 1985, and Canucks took 
Krutov in 1986. Makarov was 
picked by Calgary in 1983. No 
team has drafted Tyshoich. 

Devils genera] manager Lou 
Lamoriello told the New York 
Times, which repotted the sign¬ 
ings Satarday, that he didn't 
think Malkovich’s "mixing into 
things is helpful.” 

“I don’t want American clubs 
to get foe idea that I'm this 
parasite." Malkovich said. "I’m 
representing the players' wishes, 
and it came as a great surprise to 
me. I went there to release them. 
I was shocked that as a body they 
said they wouldn't even listen to 
foe Soviet federation's offer.” 

Canucks general manager Patt 
Quinn said he had been talking to 
Malkovich since February. 

“There are a number of fingers 
in foe pie trying to control the 
athletes," Quinn said. “Before, 
we only had to deal with the 


sports federation. Now he main¬ 
tains he has an agent's contract. 
Whether the federation will con¬ 
trol their fate or whether the 
players will have the freedom to 
negotiate on their own isn’t 
known at this time." 

Quinn said foe flow fo informa¬ 
tion from the Soviets stopped 
with the defection earlier this 
month of Alexander Mogilny to 
the Buffalo Sabres. 

Malkovich said a new law is 
due to go into effect in the Soviet 
Union on July 1, giving any 
citizen the right to leave the 
country for five years if he has a 
valid labour contract. Rather 
than deal through their federa¬ 
tion, the Soviet players have de¬ 
cided to see whether they too will 
be covered by this law. 

While in the Soviet Union, 
Malkovich said he could have 
signed more players if he had the 
time, “but I was typing up the 
contracts on a Russian type¬ 
writer." 

Malkovich said none of the 
players intends to defect. 
“They’re loyal to their country," 
he said. "When they’re done 
playing in the NHL, they want to 
go home.” 
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Soviet congress sparks row 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY> MAY25>, 


MOSCOW (R) — In Moscow’s Pushkin Square 
Sunday people angrily discussed the work of the 
Congress of People's Deputies — the first assembly 
elected in multi-candidate balloting in 70 years. 


Many voiced exasperation and 
disappointment that the new 
Soviet congress had excluded 


anti-establishment hero Boris 
Yeltsin and other radicals from a 
smaller working parliament. 



Final touches to a seven-storey-high portrait of Lenin put op on 
Moscow's Red Square on the eve of the Soviet parliament session. 


“This congress is totally discre¬ 
dited," Yuri Yuli, a member of 
an informal organisation called 
the Moscow Popular Front, told 
several dozen people who had 
stopped to listen. 

“Can we tnist the parliament 
that rejected the most popular 
deputies?” demanded a poster 
beside him. 

Thousands of people chanting 
Yeltsin's name gathered late 
Saturday outside a Moscow 
sports stadium and another pro¬ 
test rally was planned for Sunday 
evening. 

On Saturday, the third day of 
its existence, the congress elected 
a largely conservative Supreme 
Soviet, the 342-member standing 
parliament which is to meet for 
up to eight months a year and do 
most of the country's lawmaking. 

Deputies rejected a number of 
prominent reformers including 
Yeltsin, the former Moscow Par¬ 
ty chief whose recent landslide 
election to the contress seat rep¬ 
resenting the capital gave him die 
largest direct mandate of any 
Soviet politician. 

The youth daily Moskovsky 
Komsomolets Sunday published 
the comments of several young 
people who were disappointed 
that the congress chose numerous 
party and government officials 
while ignoring experts such as 
economists and lawyers. 

“My eyes are brimming with 
tears of powerlessness, because I 
cannot change anything. Our 
leading specialists did not get 
elected to the Supreme Soviet — 
what a shame," Viktor Kononev, 
a 15-year-old Muscovite, wrote. 

The election of the Supreme 
Soviet capped a voting pattern 
that indicated the more conserva¬ 
tive deputies enjoy a roughly 


two-to-one majority in the 2,250- 
seat congress. 

The pattern has led to accusa¬ 
tions of partiality against Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev who 
generally votes with the conserva¬ 
tives on show-of-band tallies 
while giving free reign to radical 
speakers. Gorbachev is also 
Communist Party general 
secretary. 

At the Saturday evening rally a 
Yeltsin spokesman told the crowd 
that Gorbachev's direction of the 
congress had turned it into a 
“tragic-comedy theatre.” 

A Minsk resident whose com¬ 
ments were carried by Sunday's 
Sotsialisticheskaya Gazeta 
warned against a division of the 
population into “Gorbacfaevites" 
and “Yeltsinites.” 

“This would badly affect peres¬ 
troika,” V. Loskutov told the 
newspaper. He suggested that 
Yeltsin should be nominated as 
first deputy to Gorbachev as 
Soviet president. 

The first deputy election is 
expected Monday. 

The government newspaper 
Izvestia said Sunday that there 
were differences of opinion in the 
congress but it was wrong to 
describe one bloc as conservative 
and another as radical. 

“It is more relevant to speak 
abouat the maximalists and the 
moderates who stick to some 
traditions, who approve demo¬ 
cracy but not without limits,” 
Izvestia said. 

One woman in Pushkin Square 
said she still hoped that the con¬ 
gress would eventually become 
more liberal, perhaps electing 
Yeltsin to the Supreme Soviet in 
a year or so. 

“I am an optimist,” she said. 


Cyclone slams Bangladesh, India 


DHAKA. Bangladesh iAP) — 
A cydone raged ashore from 
the Bay of Bengal, killing at 
least 48 people in Bangladesh 
and India and leaving 
thousands homeless, officials 
said Sunday. 

At least 150 Bangladeshi 
fishermen were reported Bus¬ 
sing after Saturday's storm and 
the death toll was expected to 
rise as rescuers dug through the 
debris of flattened buildings 
and mud-and-straw houses in 
remote towns and villages. Re¬ 
lief Ministry officials in Dhaka 
said. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, they said at least 25 
people died and 2,000 were 
injured in Bangladesh. The in¬ 
dependent newspaper Dainik 
Desh put the death toU at 60. 

In India, at least 23 people 


were killed and 50,000 left 
homeless in the states of West 
•Bengal and Orissa south of 
Calcutta, officials and news re¬ 
ports said. 

The storm Struck the Indian 
coast Friday night and early 
Saturday. Later Saturday it 
veered northeast into Bang¬ 
ladesh, sweeping over marshy 
coastal area and continuing in¬ 
land over low-lying fields and 
villages. The cydone and a 
later tornado spared Dhaka, 
but heavy rains continued Son- 
day in the capital and in the 
already-storm-battered re¬ 
gions. 

The Bangladeshi Relief 
Ministry officials said the 
worst-bit area was Tangail, 
where preliminary reports said 
10 bodies were found in col¬ 
lapsed houses. 


They said a tornado blew 
away more than 2,000 flimsy 
bouses and toppled many trees 
and electridty poles in Tangail, 
72 kilometres northwest of 
Dhaka. Five more people were 
killed in the neighbouring 
Gopalpur area, they added. 

The other deaths occurred in 
districts southwest and north¬ 
west of Dhaka, iododhag Mati- 
ikganj where a tornado killed 
about 1,100 people only one 
month ago. Marnkgapj is 32 
kilometres sooth of Tangail. 

The relief officials said 150 
fishermen, mostly in small 
boats that ply the river deltas 
and coast, were missing in the 
Khuba area whose the sunder- 
bans swamp and wildlife pre¬ 
serve border the Bay of Bengal. 

In Calcutta, the state Fi¬ 
nance Ministry said 19 people 
were killed in West Bengal’s 


Midnapore area. At least 
10,000 mud-and-straw bouses 
collapsed in the cyclone's fury, 
leaving an estimated 50,000 
people homeless, according to a 
statement issued by the 

ministr y. 

Just south of Midnapore, 
four people were lolled in Oris¬ 
sa state. Press Trust of India 
(PTC) reported. 

Tbe news agency said sooie 
installations were damaged at 
the Chandipnr test firing range 
where India bunched its first 
intermediate range ballistic 
missile May 22. It gave no 
details of the damage but added 
that 20 kdometres inland a 
television transmitter was sev¬ 
erely damaged at Balasore. 
Trains, electricity and water 
service also were suspended in 
tbe area. PTI said. 


Palme 

murder 

charge 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Christer 
Petersson, a 42-year-old Swede with 
a history of drug abuse and vio¬ 
lence, will be charged Monday 
with the 1986 murder of Swedish 
Prime Minister Olof Palme, a 
court official said. 

Petersson, whose past crimes 
include the murder of a youth 
with a bayonet, has been in cus¬ 
tody since last December while 
the prosecution has been prepar¬ 
ing its case. 

“Burring unforeseen circumst¬ 
ances charges will he laid on 
Mnr.Jjy." j court spokesman 
suid. 

The triul is due to begin one 
week later on June 5 — more 
than three years since Palme was 
shot dead at point blank range as 
he walked home from a cinema 
with his wife. 

Petersson has consistently de¬ 
nied he is the assassin. 

A spokesman for the Stock¬ 
holm district court where Peters¬ 
son is to stand trial said the panel 
which would be judging the case 
would also he presented"Monday. 

The panel will consist of two 
judges and six lay people who 
represent Sweden’s various poli¬ 
tical parties. They pass verdict 
and also if necessary deride the 
sentence. 

State prosecutor Anders Helin 
said last month he had derided in 
principle to charge Petersson. 

But until then there were 



Is Brussels big enough for 
Papandreou’s women? 


Olof Palme 

doubts that police would be able 
to build a strong enough case to 
bring him to trial. 

Police still acknowledge having 
only circumstantial evidence 
against Petersson, and the au¬ 
thorities thought long and hard 
before going ahead with a pro¬ 
secution. 

Police say they have witnesses, 
including Palme's widow Lisbet, 
who can identify Petersson as the 
man seen loitering outside the 
central Stockholm cinema where 
Palme was. But no-one saw him 
with a gun and the murder 
weapon has not been found. 

Before Petersson’s arrest there 
was strong speculation that 
Palme's murder was a political 
crime, given his role as a 
mediator in the Iran-lraq war and 
as a peace campaigner. 

Police have not yet revealed an 
alleged murder motive for Peters¬ 
son. and doubts have been voiced 
as to how well witnesses will 
stand up to cross-examination in 
court over three years after the 
event. 

The trial is expected to last 
between four and six weeks. 


ATHENS (R) — Will Brussels be 
big enough for both the wife and 
mistress of Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou at Mon¬ 
day's North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) summit? 

Papandreou and Dimitra Liani. 
a twice-divorced 34-year-old air 
hostess, arrived Saturday in the 
Belgian capital. 

During the summit Liani is 
expected to reinforce her new 
role as Greece’s unofficial first 
lady. Her first official visit to 
Western Europe as 70-year-old 
Papandreou’s consort has been 
well-prepared with rehearsals on 
the diplomatic scene. 

But Papandreou’s 65-year-old 
estranged wife Margaret will also 
be in Brussels with an interna¬ 
tional group called “Women for a 
Meaningful Summit.” 

After months of bitter public 
wrangling, Papandreou's lawyers 


said last week Margaret had final¬ 
ly agreed to a divorce. If con¬ 
firmed it would clear the way for 
a quick legal separation and 
perhaps another marriage for the 
prime minister before national 
elections ia June. 

At a 12-nation European Com¬ 
munity (EC) summit on the 
Greek island of Rhodes last De¬ 
cember Liani was paraded unex¬ 
pectedly through the main news 
centre, causing a stampede by the 
world's press. 

She was kept away from the 
other EC leaders but that is not 
expected to be the case at the 
Brussels summit. 

Since her December debut 
Liani; has traded jokes and clink¬ 
ed champagne glasses with Bulga¬ 
rian President Todor Zhivkov 
and helped entertain visiting 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega. 



Ready for action... U.S. marines practice a beach 
assault from a landing craft in Panama yesterday. 


The exercise was part of a programme of training 
near the canal. 


Noriega wins another 
round against U.S. 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — Gener¬ 
al Manuel Antonio Noriega. 
Panama's de facte ruler, has won 
another round against the United 
States, deftly avoiding conde¬ 
mnation by the Organisation of 
American States (OAS). 

The United States has tried 
unsuccessfully to oust Noriega, 
commander of the country's de¬ 
fence forces, since he was 
charged in the srate of Florida 
with drug smuggling in February 
1988. 

But the general has weathered 
street protests. U.S. economic 
sanctions that have crippled his 
country's economy and even 
Latin American criticism of the 
Panamanian government's deri¬ 
sion to nullify the May 7 pres¬ 
idential election. 

At the United States’ urging, 
tbe OAS approved a resolution 
blaming Noriega for the problems 
with the recent election and sent 
a mission to Panama last week to 
try to resolve the country’s poli¬ 
tical unrest. 

Instead of condemning Noriega 
and negotiating a peaceful trans¬ 


fer of power, however, the OAS 
mission met with the general and 
his foes, talked about the need 
for consensus and Panamanian 
solutions, and then left, saying it 
had accomplished its objective. 

“We have promoted com¬ 
munication between the different 
political sectors,” said mission 
member Diego Cordovez of 
Ecuador. “We have fullfilled our 
mandate. 

“There are complex problems 
and deep emotions” involved in 
tbe Panamanian situation, he 
added. 

“The OAS did what it culd to 
satisfy the United States publicly 
and at the same time maintained 
appearances by trying not to act 
like it was interfering in Panama¬ 
nian internal affairs,” said a Latin 
American diplomat who did not 
want to be identified by name. 

Latin American countries con¬ 
sider the principle of non-in¬ 
tervention paramount in hemis¬ 
pheric relations. 

The United States had man¬ 
aged to obtain the OAS resolu¬ 
tion blaming Noriega for the poli¬ 
tical unrest and violence in Pana¬ 


ma following the elections. Sever¬ 
al Latin American presdents, 
such as Alan Garcia of Peru, also 
condemned the government for 
annnling the elections. 

International observers said 
tbe opposition candidates won 
the election, but that pro-Noriega 
forces were using vote fraud to 
steal the results. During a rally 
after the election, the opposi¬ 
tion's presidential candidate and 
his two vice presidential running 
mates were beaten by a pro- 
Noriega paramilitary group. 

But when the OAS delegates 
arrived, Noriega met with them 
twice and blamed Panama's poli¬ 
tical crisis on the U.S. sanctions 
and other direct interference. He 
pointed out to his fellow Latin 
Americans that what the United 
States was doing to Panama 
“could be done to them later chi.” 

One diplomatic source said 
Noriega “is strong — he has won 
this round.” When asked by a 
journalist what be thought about 
Panaman's future after, the 
second OAS meeting, Noriega 
answered: “It looks good. Swords 
are hardened by fire.” 


Cuban arrested after 
plane hijack attempt 


MIAMI (R) — A Cuban refugee 
who escaped from a U.S. mental 
asylum tried to hijack an airliner 
to Havana Saturday, but the 
plane did not have enough fuel 
and landed in Miami where the 
hijacker was arrested, officials 
said. 

Pedro Comas-Banos. 37. sur¬ 
rendered peacefully to police and 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) agents who boarded the 
American airlines jet some 90 
minutes after it landed at Miami 
international airport. William 
Gavin. FBI special agent in 
charge in Miami told reporters. 

Gavin said the hijacker had 
threatened to blow up the air¬ 
craft. but there were no injuries 
and most of the 157 people 
aboard the Boeing 727 did not 
even know whai was taking place. 

Gavin said that after Comas- 
Banos boarded flight 1098 from 
Dallas to Miami, he “produced a 
document alleging he had an ex¬ 
plosive device aboard the plane” 
and demanded to be flown to 
Havana. He did not say what the 
note actually said. 

Jack Barker, a Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration (FAA) 
spokesman in Miami, said the 


pilot radioed air traffic control at 
10:39 a.m. (1439 GMT), and “de¬ 
clared an emergency and said be 
had to go to Havana.” 

“He was given clearance to go 
to Havana. Part way down he told 
air traffic he had fuel problems 
and returned to Miami,” he said. 

Gavin said the plane could not 
have reached Havana. 320 
kilometres southwest of Miami. 
“There was no fuel on the plane 
— it could not have reached 
Havana.” 

The plane landed at 11:30 a.m. 
(1530 GMT) and taxied to a 
remote corner of the airport 
where it was surrounded by FBI 
agents and local police. 

Gavin said Comas-Banos, sea¬ 
ted near the rear of the jet, 
offered no resistance when offic¬ 
ers boarded the plane and peace¬ 
fully accompanied officers down 
the jet’s rear exit before the 157 
passengers and crew of seven 
disembarked. 

Two pocket knives, a pair of 
scissors and a starter's pistol were 
later found in Comas-Banos' 
briefcase, said Gavin. 

He said Comas-Banos had 
come to the United States in the 
1980 Mariel boatlift of Cuban 


refugees and had been in and out 
of U.S. mental hospitals ever 
since. 

Gavin told reporters that Com¬ 
as-Banos had flown to Dallas 
earlier in the day from Los 
Angeles, where he had escaped 
from a mental hospital. 

He said Comas-Banos told the 
FBI he had also been m a mental 
hospital in Havana before coming 
to the United States. 

Popular destination 

If the hijacked American Air¬ 
lines jetliner had been forced to 
fly to Havana it would have ar¬ 
rived at an airport which has 
handled more hijacked planes 
than any other in the world. 

Since 1961 there have been 
more than 100 hijackings of U.S. 
passenger planes to Jose Marti 
airport in Havana. Despite the 
large number of hijackings to 
Cuba, involving thousands of pas¬ 
sengers and crew, nobody has 
been killed. 

The amazing safety record was 
rung up even though hijackers 
have used weapons ranging from 
guns and knives to aerosol cans 
with lighter fluid in one hand and 
a cigarette lighter in the other.. 



Batman\, army sequels fight for filmgoers’ dollars 


By Matthew Heller 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — The year's 
biggest movie box office battle 
could be between Batman and 
the sequels. 

The crime-fighting Batman, 
famous from comic books and 
television serials, squares off in 
his motion picture debut 
against an army sequels in the 
fight for filmgoers’ dollars dur¬ 
ing the peak summer U.S. 
movie season. 

Indiana Jones, the Ghostbus- 
teis, and Captain Kirk of the 
Starship Enterprise art all hop¬ 
ing to repeat past box-office 
successes and outgun “Bat¬ 
man” as tbe summer's number 
one film. 

Industry analysts are pre¬ 
dicting record business at cine¬ 
mas, and studio marketers 
have been busy for months 
trying to ensure they are right. 

Last summer moviegoers 
spent a record $ 1.6 billion at 
the box-office. Phil Garfinkle, 


senior vice president of Enter¬ 
tainment Data, said the se¬ 
quels alone this summer should 
reap between $600 million and 
$800 million. 

“It has the potential to be at 
least a near-record summer," 
he said. 

First out of the starting gale 
this year is “Indiana Jones and 
the Last Crusade,” the third in 
the series that began with 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark.” In 
“Last Crusade," the fearless 
archaeologist played by Harri¬ 
son Ford teams up with his 
father, played by Sean Con¬ 
nery, against the Nazis. 

By opening this week, the 
film's distributor. Paramount 
Pictures, is hoping to get a 
head start on the big guns to 
follow in June — “Batman’’ 
and “Ghostbusters n.” 

The makers of “Batman” 
are obviously counting on 
matching the success of other 
comic book characters, such as 
Superman, who have been 


transplanted to the big screen. 

The film boasts spectacular 
special effects. Michael Keaton 
as Batman and Jack Nicholson in 
the role of his mortal enemy. 
The Joker. 

Moreover, the promotional 
blitz for “Batman" is perhaps 
the biggest of all among the 
summer releases. Batman 
shirts, video games, walkie- 
talkies and boxer shorts are on 
their way to shops. Children 
will be able to ride in a replica 
of Batman's vehicle, the Bat- 
mobile. 

The “Ghostbusters" sequel 
features the same cast as for 
the first film, including Bill 
Murray, Dan Aykroyd and 
Sigourney Weaver. The origin¬ 
al was the most successful com¬ 
edy of ail time, grossing over 
$220 million. 

Even half that amount could 
assure the future of its distribu¬ 
tor, Columbia Pictures. The 
famous studio has struggled 
through senior management 


upheavals, a series of box- 
office flops and rumours that 
its parent company, Coca- 
Cola, is looking for a buyer. 

“They certainly need a 
highly visible film to reestab¬ 
lish some credibility at the stu¬ 
dio.” said analyst Jeffrey Logs¬ 
don of Crowell Weedon and 
Company. “They’ve an excel¬ 
lent vehicle to do that in 
'Ghostbusters.'” 

Long list 

The list of other sequels is so 
long that Roman numerals will 
be as prominent at movie 
theatres this summer as pop¬ 
corn. 

They indude “Star Trek V: 
The Final Frontier,” “Lethal 
Weapon n, “The Karate Kid 
Pan 111," "A Nightmare on 
Elm Street V: The Dream 
Child" and even “Friday the 
I3lh, Part VUL” There is also ■ 
the immortal James Bond, who 
is returning for his 16th adven¬ 
ture, “Licence to Kill.” 


However, Hollywood is also 
supplying several films to satis¬ 
fy audiences who want to be 
introduced to characters they 
have not seen before. 

Most ambitious is '‘‘The 
Abyss," a big-budget underwa¬ 
ter adventure filmed onthe site ' 
of an abandoned nuclear pow¬ 
er plant by the same team that .j 
had hits with “Hie Termina¬ 
tor” and “Aliens.” 

Other.- eagerly-anticipated 
summer releases include 
“Great Balls of Fire,” in which 
Dennis Quaid plays wild rocki¬ 
er Jerry Lee Lewis “bead" 
Poets Society,” starring Robin 
Williams as an inspirational- 
teacher and “Casualties of 
War,” which teams Michael J/ 
Fox and Sean Penn in a Viet¬ 
nam War drama. V_ 

“Certainly the builf-E&'.andi-T 
ence for sequels yriU gefrThe : 
summer going,” said analyst 
Logsdon. “But-some of thesis, 
otherfzlzns could do surprising-. 
ly.weH,” ” ./■ f..” 3 -11 



Crowds areal pain 
for dolphins 

BALTIMORE (AP) — D ol p h i n s: 
need solitude.and can so metime s 
develop ulcers when the world 
gets too dose, scientists say they 
have learned. A sandy by the 
former chief of medicine-at Balti¬ 
more's National Aquarium says 
three dolphins developed ulcers - 
shortly after arriving at the newly 
opened aquarium eight years ago 
because' of Tbe big crowds that- 
came to see than. “We looked at • 
everything we thought couldbe;. 
stres sf ul to them, such as' the con- ■ 
figuration of the tank, tempera-., 
ture, being watched by the pub¬ 
lic, light levels and noise from the; 
pumps;” said Michael K. Stos^ - 
kopf, professor of coanparmive 
medicine at Johns Hopkins Uni- . 
versify School of Medknne. * ‘The¬ 
re al problem with the exhibit'whs*' 
tbe people.” said Scoskopf, chief 
of medicine at the aquarium from 
1981 to 1988. - 


Jagge 

block 


erseeksto 
c Warhol book 


LONDON (R) — Bianca Jagger, 
former wife of Rolling Stone 
Mick Jagger. issued a writ for 
libel Friday against the publishers 
of pop artist Andy Warhol’s con- - 
troversial diaries. Lawyersfor the " 
glamorous, Nicaraguan-born Jag¬ 
ger said she was also seeking a 
court order to prevent the diaries - 
being published in Britain by - 
Simon and' Schuster June 12. 
“The book contains a number of 
untrue and defamatory allega-- 
tions against Ms. Jagger. and she 
will take whatever steps neces¬ 
sary to protect her reputation . 
from unjustified attacks," lawyer 
Kevin Bays said. 

Bush surprises wet 
sailor 

ABOARD USS GUADAL¬ 
CANAL (R) — U.S. President 
George Bush and his wife made a 
surprise flying visit to an Amer¬ 
ican warship Sunday, catching the : 
crew unaware and bumping into a 
red-faced sailor wearing only a., 
towel. Bush decided to make the 
15-minute trip to the helicopter 
carrier Guadalcanal after attend¬ 
ing a memoriaJ.day ceremony at a„. 
U-S- military cemetery in Nettu- 
no, 50 kilometres south of Rome. 
Even the ship’s commander. Cap¬ 
tain Jim Dregger, who also 
attended the cemetery ceremony, 
was not aware in advance of 
Bush's visit and arrived behind 
him on the carrier, which .was 
anchored a mile off Nettuno. As 
security helicopters circled the 
ship. Bush and his wife Barbara 
toured the decks and encoun¬ 
tered one young man dad only in 
a towel who had just come out of 
the shower. Bush shook hands 
with cheering sailors and told 
Captain John McKay, comman¬ 
der of the amphibious task force- 
led by the Guadalcanal: “We' 
only have about 10 minutes. We 
wanted to drop in and show the 
flag.” 

Dukakis’ Oscar 
stolen 

UPPER MONTCLAIR. New 
Jersey (R) — The Oscar won by 
actress Olympia Dukakis.for her 
performance in “Moonstruck" 
was stolen from her home , here, 
police said- Friday. Tbe small 
Academy Award statue was 
stolen Thursday from the 
actress’s New Jersey home in this 
New York City suburb, although 
nothing else was taken. Her hus¬ 
band, actor Louis Zorich,'said 
the nameplate on the statue was 
left behind. “We’re not preten¬ 
tious, we kept the Oscar in the 
kitchen,” he said, adding, “It is 
very bizarre. I wonder if a film 
freak took it." Dukakis, who is 
currently filming in Hollywood, _ 
won the Oscar for best supporting , 
actress for her role as Cher's 
mother in the 1987 film “Moon¬ 
struck'." She is a cousin of former 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Michael Dukakis. 





























